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 “Names of God: Jehovah Mekoddishkem”
Past issues of these letters (230+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This name may not be known to many of you but its meaning is well known among Christians for it means “The Lord Who Sanctifies You” and all Christians are involved in the sanctification process.  The name Mekoddishkem is derived from the Hebrew word Qadash meaning “sanctify”, “holy”, or “dedicate”. The compound name can also be translated as “The Lord who sets you apart”. It is used in the following (bolded for emphasis):

Exodus 31:13 "But as for you, speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 'You shall surely observe My Sabbaths; for this is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the Lord who sanctifies you.

Leviticus 20:8 'And you shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am the Lord who sanctifies you.

Sanctification actually occurs in two stages. The first stage is called definitive sanctification and it occurs the moment that God justifies a person. God places the sins of the person on Jesus so that He receives the wrath we deserve and God places the righteousness of Jesus onto our accounts so that, before Him, we are saints without sin and with the righteousness of Jesus:
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The second stage is the more commonly used definition and is called progressive sanctification, which occurs throughout the Christian’s life and many of you have seen my diagram indicating this process:
[image: image2.jpg]olfess of God

Eph 26

2Cor5:8

Adam Nature

Christ-Like Nature

0 T > 1 Denarture Time

Time on Earth after being Born Again





Definitive sanctification is done entirely by God and the progressive sanctification is done synergistically (involving the Christian and God). The second diagram begins when a person is born again and continues until he departs this world. During that time the person’s sin nature is slowly dissipated and the Christ nature grows as the person becomes more conformed to the image of Christ in his daily walk in the world. This is the process commonly called sanctification and it is Jehovah Mekoddishkem who accomplishes it with the spiritual growth and obedience of the Christian. The following are some NT verses concerning this process:
Rom 6:19 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.

1Thess 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;

1Thess 4:7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.

2Thess 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

Heb 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.
This sanctification is also what Paul was referring to in: Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; This verse is sometimes misunderstood to mean that people do works to earn their justification. However the term salvation consists of justification, sanctification, and glorification. God alone does the first step and last step but we participate in the second step. Sanctification is led by Jehovah Mekoddishkem but it requires our obedience and Paul was commanding Christians to work out that sanctification phase of salvation with fear and trembling. 

As we walk in the world as God’s ambassadors, we should keep the command from God as written by Paul in Phil 2:12 constantly at the forefront of our minds. We are the walking temples of God being constantly transformed by Jehovah Mekoddishkem into more conformed images of Jesus.

1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Praise God for His constant work in your life. 
