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 “Names of God: El Roi”
Past issues of these letters (230 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
In a quest to better understand the nature of God, we have studied His names of Elohim (Creator), El Elyon (God Most High), and Jehovah (Always Exists). This letter examines His name El Roi, the God Who Sees (Strong’s Reference 410 combined with 7210).
This name first appears in reference to the ordeal of Hagar so we need a brief review of the Biblical narrative involving Hagar (an Egyptian servant), Abram (later named Abraham), and his wife Sarai (later named Sarah). God had promised Abram that he would be the father of a great nation but Sarai seemed unable to have a child and she became impatient and revealed a lack of trust in God. It was not uncommon in that period of history for a barren housewife to use a maidservant to have her husband’s child so that the wife might vicariously bear a child. If this was a firstborn son then he would become the heir, unless the wife later bore a son herself. Sarai then used this surrogate method to let Abram have a son and Hagar became pregnant. However Hagar made Sarai extremely jealous and Sarai treated Hagar so harshly that Hagar fled the area. The angel of the Lord appeared to Hagar, reassured her regarding her situation and told her to go back and submit to Sarai. The angel also said that her child would be named Ishmael and he would be a wild donkey of a man. Hagar demonstrated fear of the Lord and replied to the Lord:
Gen 16:13 Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, "You are a God410 who7210 sees7200"; for she said, "Have I even remained alive here after seeing Him?"

This event and the name El Roi tell us that God sees all that happens even among people not behaving in ways according to His ways and among people not in His covenant family. This letter does not address much of what is involved in the life of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar as their actions continue to influence events in the world today. But the events recorded by Moses reveal God intervening in the life people within His covenant family (Abraham and Sarah) and of someone outside of His covenant family (Hagar) and so informs us that God is active in the lives of everyone. God has seen everything that everyone has done, thought, and said. He is omnipresent and omniscient (knows all) as the writer of Hebrews stated: Heb 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. The last portion of the Hebrews letter (with whom we have to do) also informs us that everything that everyone does ultimately is done interactively with God. Regardless of whether anyone believes in the existence of God He sees all that everyone does and so He is able to judge righteously the actions of everyone of all time. 
God knows what has been done against you and He knows all that you have done outside of His will. You may have done something that you know is against the will of God and you might think that you can get away from God so that He will not see what you have done. However, we cannot escape from the sight of God:

Psalm 139:7-12 Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence? 8If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. 9If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 10Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay hold of me. 11If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night," 12Even the darkness is not dark to Thee, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to Thee.

God knows all evil that anyone has done against us and we must trust Him for justice:

Rom 12:17-21 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head." 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

We are called to love and forgive as God has forgiven us:

Col 3:12-13 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

If you are a child of God you can put your trust in Him:

Psalm 9:10 And those who know Thy name will put their trust in Thee; For Thou, O Lord, hast not forsaken those who seek Thee.

We may not see God’s perfect justice here but it will be done in His time. We will suffer for Him as we witness for Jesus Christ and God will repay those who afflict us:

2Thess 1:5-10 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 6For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.

We should pray that God will bring those who have offended us into fellowship with Him and not wish for God’s wrath to fall on them. But we do know that God’s judgment will be accomplished. If you have chosen to try to hide from God or put off accepting His existence, knowing this name of His should reveal to you that there is no hiding from Him so please pray that God will forgive you and bring you into His family now. The peace of God will then overwhelm you as you know that you are loved and that you will be with Him forever. 

Let God inform you this week of ways of knowing Him as El Roi that will give you peace. Perhaps you have experienced some sorrow recently or you may need to experience conviction and repentance for some event. You can know that El Roi also knows all events and only He can bring you peace. 
