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 “Names of God: El Elyon”
Past issues of these letters (230 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Last Sunday we learned some of the character of God from the name Elohim, the Creator. God is the creator of all that exists and Jesus maintains it until the End Times. Now we will look at the aspect of God’s character that tells us that He is able to have His order in this universe regardless of the work of Satan and his evil forces.

El Elyon: God Most High (Strong’s Reference 5945)
This name of God identifies Him as the sovereign ruler of the universe as Elyon literally means “Most High”. It can also be translated as “the most exalted God”. This name appears in the OT 28 times and is first used in reference to God’s delivering Abraham’s enemies:

Gen 14:18-20 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High. 19And he blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth; 20And blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand” and he gave him a tenth of all.

This name also occurs in the following verses:

Psalm 57:2 I will cry to God Most High, To God who accomplishes all things for me.

Psalm 78:35 And they remembered that God was their rock, And the Most High God their Redeemer.

Psalm 78:56 Yet they tempted and rebelled against the Most High God, And did not keep His testimonies,

Psalm 97:9 For Thou art the Lord Most High over all the earth; Thou art exalted far above all gods.

God is sovereign and we should submit to His sovereignty at all times, never rebel against Him, and praise Him in all situations. We read in the NT of some of the consequences of His being sovereign:

1Tim 6:13-16 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate,14that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords; 16who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.

It is because of El Elyon that we have confidence in Rom 8:28: And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
Because God is sovereign over everything in the universe we can know that He will provide for His children. He may allow us to be tested in various ways. Jesus informed Peter of a request from Satan: Luke 22:31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat”.  From the life of Job we also see that Satan can bring tribulation and trials into the lives of people only if God first gives permission.
The account of the life of Joseph is another example of the sovereignty of El Elyon to make all events work for His will and the fulfillment of promises to His children. None of us would ask for the life of Joseph such as when he was sold as a slave in Egypt or put into prison for two years because of being falsely accused in the house of Potiphar. But Joseph was made a ruler over all Egypt and was able to provide for his family in Egypt. We then read the familiar verse acknowledging the sovereignty of God when Joseph declared to his brothers who had betrayed him: Gen 50:20 "And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 
The sovereignty of God extends to the “last enemy”, death, as proven by the resurrection of Jesus. No child of God should live in fear of death:
Heb 2:14-15 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.

We can also be content in all circumstances knowing that God is sovereign and that all things in our life will work to good even though we may not see that result during times of tribulations and trials. The following has been comforting to many believers:
Matt 7:9-11 "Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone? 10Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he 11If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!

Many times we may think, “This sure looks like a snake!” But later we see that indeed it was a fish! We can always trust El Elyon to give us fish and bread and we can rejoice in all circumstances of life: 

Eph 5:20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;
Phil 2:17 But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all.

Phil 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!

1Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,

1Peter 4:13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.

So this week we should all rest and rejoice knowing that God is the Creator and the Sovereign over all events occurring in the universe from the greatest events in the cosmos to the smallest events at the subatomic level, over our triumphs and failures, over life’s crises and daily routines, and even over death. Praise Him! 
