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 “Names of God: Elohim”
Past issues of these letters (230 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
For the next few weeks we will study the names of God. In Biblical times names had special significance in relation to the character or some particular event in the life of the person so named. For example, Abram meant high father but Abraham meant father of a multitude. God changed Abram’s name because He was changing who he would be in the history of His people: Gen 17:5 "No longer shall your name be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I will make you the father of a multitude of nations. The Apostle Paul’s name was Saul before God changed his heart so that instead of a persecutor of Jesus Paul became His disciple. God also has a new name for those who persevere in their love for Him: Rev 2:17 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.'

Similarly, the names of God are a partial disclosure of His character and attributes. The child of God should have as a primary goal in life to know Him. God has given us a wonderful way to know Him by studying His names as revealed in Scripture. As we know God better we can interact with Him more appropriately in prayer and obey Him more completely. I know that God will richly bless us in this study. The first name we will briefly study is the first that is revealed to us.
Elohim: Creator (Strong’s reference number is 0430)
El can be translated “God” and is often used in combination with other words to convey some characteristic of God. This particular combination word for God occurs over 2000 times in the Old Testament and is first used in His revelation of creation: Gen 1:1 In the beginning God [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth. The power of His spoken word created everything from nothing: Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.

God is revealed in Scripture as both one and as a trinity. “El” refers to the power of God and “him” is a plural ending while the Bible informs us that God is one: Deut 6:4 “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!” We read of God in the plural form in the creation of man: Gen 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 

Although the word “trinity” does not occur in the Bible, Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, is also involved in creation: Col 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him. The Holy Spirit is involved in creation: Gen 1:2 And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.
The triune monotheistic God of creation is also at work in the church:

Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,”

Elohim created all that can be perceived by man including time, matter, and energy. He even forms our individual bodies and gives us the breath of life: 

Psalm 139:13 For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me in my mother's womb. 

Job 33:4 "The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.

This name tells us that God is not only the creator of everything but that He also keeps it all functioning properly: Col 1:17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

He is not a god who merely creates and then just observes whatever happens (the clockmaker type of god). God continues to create. Each of us were created physically and then those of us who are His children were also born spiritually, another act of God’s creation: 

Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
2Cor 5:17-18 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,
We are His creation both physically and spiritually so that we love and worship Him: John 4:24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

If this name were the only revelation we had informing us of His power it would be sufficient to allow us to rest in the knowledge that Elohim is our creator and thus we can trust Him completely. God also has granted that His children will be temples of the Holy Spirit so that we might know Him:
1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

1Cor 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God,

1Cor 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

Because God created all things He rules over everything and everyone. The whole world is accountable to Him: Rom 3:19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may become accountable to God. This is a critical concept in our understanding of our entire purpose of life and actions. 

This name of God allows us to know that He will fill us with joy, peace, and hope:

Rom 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

