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 “I AM sayings of Jesus: the Way, Truth and Life”
Past issues of these letters (229 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.
This saying of Jesus is the chief cornerstone of the exclusivity of Christianity that the world hates to hear. Last week we read that Jesus had told Martha that He alone had the power of resurrection and life and in this verse Jesus is even more specific by saying that only through Him is there access to the Father.  A similar statement was recorded by Matthew:
Matt 7:13-14"Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it. 14For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it.

Jesus said that He is the way as stated in Matt 7:14 and John 14:6. The Matthew verses use the English word “narrow” twice. The Greek word used for narrow is “stene” in verse Matt 7:13 and simply means narrow.  But in Matt 7:14 the Greek word used is “tethlimmene”, which has a meaning that extends to include persecution or tribulation. Thus in verse 13 Jesus is saying that the gate to enter Heaven is narrow so that one has to get rid of anything that might interfere with entering the gate. In verse 14 He is saying that the way after entering the narrow gate is full of hardships that would make continuing in that way very difficult. In both cases He is the only way and no one can enter and continue without Him. 
Entering the narrow gate is not enough for one also must finish the narrow way to come to the Father. Some people will seem to enter the narrow gate but then not be willing to continue when dealing with the persecutions and/or temptations encountered on the way. Demas found the temptations of the world too much to resist showing that he was not really born again and so he was not traveling with Jesus: 2Tim 4:10 for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.
Jesus taught of similar people falling away from the path in the parable of the sower recorded in Matt 13:3-9. John told of people who fall away from the church because they were really not in Jesus: 1John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.
Jesus next says that He is the truth and not just that He tells the truth. Jesus had a conversation about truth with Pilate: 
John 18:37-38 Pilate therefore said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." 38Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no guilt in Him.”
In John 18:37 Jesus said that only those who are of the truth will hear His voice and then Pilate gives the philosophical rhetorical question, “What is truth?” that states that he is not of the truth and cannot therefore understand truth. Truth only comes from reality, only real things last forever, and ultimately only God is real since everything else will pass away and only God is eternal:

2Cor 4:18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Finally Jesus says that He is the life since He alone was resurrected in victory over death. Jesus is the only person who was God in human form. John records two conversations of Jesus when He said that seeing Him is the same as seeing the Father and that only He has fully revealed the Father (the meaning of John 1:18 when Jesus says that He has explained the Father):
John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'?
John 1:17-18 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 18No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

Jesus Christ is the way of salvation, the truth of everything in the universe, and the only source of eternal life with God. Praise Him today if you have been born again, made righteous when your sin was imputed to the account of Jesus so that He took the wrath of God that you deserved, and that the righteousness of Jesus Christ has been imputed to your accounts forever. You are now in the sanctification stage of salvation, which will involve tribulations and discipline as we await that glorious final stage of glorification.  And since we are in Jesus we will persevere victorious through it all! 
