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 “I AM sayings of Jesus: the Resurrection and Life”
Past issues of these letters (227 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, 26and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this? "
These statements are part of the reply by Jesus to Martha when He arrived to her house after her brother had died:

John 11:21-24 Martha therefore said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother shall rise again." 24Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."

Jesus tells Martha that He alone has power over death so that resurrection and eternal life is promised to all who believe in Him. His resurrection later proves this claim and is the example of what awaits those who believe in Him. Jesus will later resuscitate her brother (John 11:43-44) but Lazarus would die again. However the final resurrection of Lazarus’ body is promised as well as a life even after a physical death. 
Martha had knowledge about resurrection at the last day but Jesus had even better news for her! He told her that He was the only source of that final resurrection and life for eternity even after physical death.  By resuscitating Lazarus Jesus demonstrated His power over death. 

It may appear that there is a contradiction in verses 25 and 26 but this supposed conflict is actually the most important aspect of His teaching. Jesus says in verse 25 that someone who believes in Him will live even after physical death and in verse 26 He says that everyone living who believes in Him will never die. How do we interpret these verses? The answer is understood in reference to the first step accomplished by God in the salvation of those who believe in Jesus:

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
All people are initially born spiritually dead: 

Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

God then brings to spiritual life those who believe in Christ and it is this spiritual life that will never cease. Thus Jesus says to Martha in verse 25 that someone who believes in Him will have spiritual life even if he physically dies. In verse 26 He tells her that all who are physically alive and believe in Him will never spiritually die and so verse 26 is an elaboration on what He had just said in verse 25.These verses are a wonderful comfort to all Christians since all of us will probably face death before Jesus comes again but our spiritual life will never cease.
We have a similar promise from our Lord in John 8:51: "Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death."
John 3:16 also gives believers the promise of eternal life (here meaning an eternal, continual communion with God and the opposite of spiritual death): "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  But those who do not believe will perish, which also called the second death in Rev 21:8: "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 
The promise for those who do not believe in Jesus is also clearly stated in John 3:36: "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." However, the Christian in judgment will not face the wrath of God because of the work of Jesus: Rom 8:1-2 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 
Everyone also needs to know that there is no second chance after this worldly life.  Reincarnation is not reality for we read in Heb 9:27: “man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment”. There is one physical death and then the person faces judgment. The Bible eliminates the rather humanly attractive philosophy of getting to try again! 
Paul knew this wonderful teaching of Jesus as recorded by John.  When he was comparing living in considerable difficult situations and physically dying he stated: 

Phil 1:23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;

To the dying individual, physical death is the goal of life. It may sound strange to call death a goal, but it is because death is our final act in this body. For the Christian death is not failure, but victory. The fear of death makes people subject to slavery all their lives:

Heb 2:15 and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
Although I don’t look forward to the process of dying, I have no fear of death. Death brings us to Jesus in all His Glory as we enter a new relationship with God, which surpasses all understanding. We want to approach that goal prepared. We don’t want to hasten death, but from Phil 1:21 we read, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” In 1Cor 15:45 we read “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory’”. I have often heard people say that being alive even in an unacceptable state of health beats the alternative. However, for the Christian, our victory in Jesus is the glorious alternative! 
