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 “I AM sayings of Jesus: the Shepherd”
Past issues of these letters (226 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12He who is a hireling, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches them, and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hireling, and is not concerned about the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me, 15even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they shall hear My voice; and they shall become one flock with one shepherd.

Jesus is the good shepherd and He severely limited those who may be called good:

Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. The word “good” as used by Jesus means ethically perfect by God’s standards and, as Jesus said, only God can meet those standards. Next note that Jesus did not say that He is a good shepherd but that he is the good shepherd meaning that there is only one such person. Jesus then states how his actions identify him as the good shepherd. He lays down His life for the sheep and directs them properly unlike someone who is hired to take care of sheep. Note that Jesus says that He lays down His life for the sheep, which is a voluntary act. He repeats and even clarifies this voluntary giving of His life:

John 10:17-18 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

Jesus came to earth to die for His sheep and the command to do so was given by The Father. Jesus dedicated Himself to this task and at approximately 33 years of age the Shepherd died in the place of the sheep who deserved the punishment. This dying was a vicarious death, meaning that it took the place of the death deserved by those sinners:

Rom 5:6, 8 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 8But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

He did not just die on behalf of the sheep but in place of the sheep. Of course this death was physical but it was much more for in the process of dying for the sheep Jesus took the wrath God deserved by the sheep upon Himself. Death is the final state of a physical body but a person is not just “gone” for after death he will experience judgment: John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
Heb 9:27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,

Jesus bore this judgment for His sheep and satisfied the holy judgment of God.
Jesus was sinless but He became sin on our behalf so that all who believe in Him might become sinless:
2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

This marvelous verse explains double imputation to us. Our sins were put into His account and His righteousness was put into our account so that before God we are sinless and have the righteousness of God. At the judgment then we have no fear for Jesus bore the wrath of God due us and those without having had this double imputation they will receive the wrath of God:
John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
A “fold” (John 10:16) is a local group of sheep so the reference in verse 16 is to the sheep in the fold to whom Jesus came first: the Jews. A flock of sheep is the total collection of all sheep from all folds. Telling them that He has sheep outside of that fold is a reference to the Gentiles among whom also are some sheep. Praise the Lord that the sheep are located in all regions of the world and among all races of people. We also see that His death was only for His sheep so that the death was specific. We do not know the identity of all the sheep and that is not for us to know. We preach the gospel message to all people so that His sheep will hear and join the flock from all folds in the world. 

The one who is only hired to care for the sheep will not be willing to put himself in danger to care for the sheep. Jesus knows those who are His sheep and by knowing them He understands all about them. It should initially be a bit terrifying to know that Jesus knows all about us for each of us certainly has some aspect of our being of which we think that if Jesus knew that He would not want to love us. However, we can rest knowing that Jesus does know all about us and He loves us anyway (Rom 5:6, 8). What a blessing to know that Jesus knows us completely and has died in our place so that we are now acceptable before God’s judgment. The sheep also know Him (verse 16) and will then trust Him completely as they rest in His care:

Psalm 23:2-4 He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. 3He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake. 4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.

The Bible gives us two more descriptions about Jesus as the Shepherd. He is the great Shepherd, which means that He has the highest rank possible for a shepherd:
Heb 13:20-21 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Finally we read that He is the Chief Shepherd: 1Peter 5:4 “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.” We had noted that Jesus is The Shepherd but there are also under-shepherds in the flock who are appointed by God to care for individual sheep under the direction of The Good, Chief Shepherd. All Christians have responsibilities caring for others. So whatever your assignment as an under-shepherd serve with total devotion to that charge and to Jesus, The Good, Great, Chief Shepherd.
