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 “I AM sayings of Jesus: 1”
Past issues of these letters (222 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Most authors elaborate on seven “I am” sayings of Jesus but I will include the most fantastic of all sayings to make the total eight:

John 8:58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."

I say that this statement is fantastic because in this quotation Jesus identified Himself as God by using the same name for Himself as God did in revealing His name to Moses:  

Exodus 3:14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"
It is essential to the Christian faith that Jesus is God for if He is not God then Christianity is just another religion rather than being a unique faith in the world. The proof begins at His birth:

Matt 1:20-23 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins." Now all this took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying  "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which translated means, "God with us."

John also records two other statements by Jesus referring to His deity. The first is:

John 8:56-59 "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." The Jews therefore said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am." Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple.

Observe the reaction of the Jews to this revelation as they thought Jesus was blaspheming God to claim to have existed before Abraham as well as using the identification of Himself as “I am”. John also records the declaration of Jesus that He and the Father were one with the same reactions from the Jews:

John 10:30-31 "I and the Father are one." The Jews took up stones again to stone Him.
At the very beginning of John’s gospel he tells us that Jesus is God:

John 1:1-2 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Paul speaks of the deity of Jesus in many of his writings.  In Phil 2:5-11 Paul tells us that Jesus was in the form of God and equal with God and now God has exalted Him so that at the name of Jesus every knee would bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Although lost in the English translation, the Greek word for “form” means “in all aspects” so Paul is saying that Jesus was identical in essence with God. In Titus 2:13 Paul speaks of Jesus as “our great God and Savior Jesus Christ”.  In Col 1:19 he says that “in Him all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell”. In 2 Cor 8:9 and Gal 4:4 Paul speaks of the richness Jesus had in eternity past that He gave up to obtain our redemption. In other writings such as Rom 8:3, 1 Cor 15:47, and Eph 4:8-10 Paul speaks of God sending His own Son.  
Some religions and individuals state that Jesus was merely a great teacher or even a prophet. But such claims are impossible as clearly stated by C. S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity: “You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool; you can spit at him and kill him for a demon; or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is another proof of His deity. The resurrection of Jesus is central to Christianity (1 Cor 15:12-19) and was witnessed by many people as recorded in Mark 16:9-16, Luke 14:13-53, and 1 Cor 15:5-8. 
Many other Scriptures confirm the deity of Jesus such as:
Col 1:19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him,
John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'?

Gal 4:4 But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

Matt 11:27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son, except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

Mark 1:11 and a voice came out of the heavens: "Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased."

Heb 5:5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, "Thou art My Son, Today I have begotten Thee";

1John 4:9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.

Much more has been written about Jesus deserving the name “I AM” and this short letter only gives some of the evidence. To millions of Christians throughout the world, the claims and miracles of Jesus, the writings of Paul and other apostles, the resurrection of Jesus, and the actions of His disciples over the past 2000 years leave no doubt about the deity of Jesus of Nazareth. As we study the other “I am” statements of Jesus we will see that only God could make those claims. He is God, and if He is your Lord then you are saved from the wrath of God, John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
