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 “Revelation Churches: Laodicea I”
Past issues of these letters (220 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
The message to the church at Laodicea will require two of these letters.  
Laodicea was one of the richest cities of the world so this church was in a very envious location.  The city had 7,000 male Jews and they had been given the right to maintain all of their religious traditions.  The church was probably established by Epaphras:

Col 4:12-13 “Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God. 13For I bear him witness that he has a deep concern for you and for those who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis.”

Paul also wrote the church a letter, which has been lost.  He mentioned it in his letter to the church at Colossae:
Col 4:16 “And when this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea.”

In the day of the writing of the letter recorded by John, the church had badly deteriorated as we will read the harshest criticism from Jesus to all the churches.  
Rev 3:14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:”

Presentation of Jesus: He is the One who has the final say to all of time, the One who alone is the faithful and true witness of God, and the One who created God’s universe.

This is the only presentation of Jesus not based upon the characteristics presented in chapter one.  The Amen relates to the God of Truth and He is the faithful in contrast to the actions of this church.  He is also called the Witness as He is the One who fulfilled the demands of the Father, again in contrast to the actions of this church.  He also states that He is the one Who was in the beginning of creation:

John 1:3 “All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”

Col 1:15-18 “And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. 16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.”
To the church at Laodicea, Jesus said:

Rev 3:15-17 “'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you were cold or hot. 16'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,”

It is interesting to note the probable analogy with the water supplied to the city.  The water to Hierapolis was supplied by nearby hot springs that were considered healing and the water to Colossae was cold and refreshing.  In contrast, the water to Laodicea was from some distance from both of those sources and was lukewarm.  Jesus was perhaps comparing their deeds to those of their water and this is not a complement.  The Greek word for cold means icy cold and the word for hot means boiling hot.  So Jesus is saying that He would rather they be either without fire or with fire, but not tepid.  To be tepid is to be without zeal to please Jesus.  These people were calling themselves Christians but they did not have the attitude or deeds to demonstrate that they were born again.  I am afraid that there are many churches in America today that have a reputation of being a church but they do not proclaim a true gospel of Jesus Christ.  This church had not died like a fire left without any oxygen but it was also not a blazing fire for evangelism and discipleship.  There was no passion for the Gospel as there must be in a true church.  Jesus is then threatening to spit it out of His mouth, which means that it will cease to have Him as the Shepherd.  

Laodicea was one of the richest cities in the world so they measured their wealth by their many worldly comforts and resources.  They even thought that they had no need for anything that they did not already have.  They had prosperous banks, a successful medical school, and a thriving clothing industry.  But Jesus says that they are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked!  I cannot imagine a more pitiful condition especially since they were not even aware of their true condition.  All of these spiritual conditions seem to be in contrast to their physical resources.  I am reminded of the Beatitudes in which Jesus says that those are blessed who are poor in spirit, mourn, and hunger and thirst for righteousness, among other qualities (Matt 5:1-12).   To be so blessed we have to recognize our poverty, sinfulness, and starvation.  These people were like many in America today who think that they have all that they need but in reality they also are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.  

This church could be given a label of the “church of prosperity” like many churches in America which preach a “gospel” that promises worldly health, wealth, and happiness rather than sanctification (Phil 2:12) to prepare for the future judgment of our works (not for salvation):
2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

If the Lord so wills, I will finish this commentary on the church at Laodicea next week.
