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 “Revelation Churches: Sardis II”

Past issues of these letters (217 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
We continue our discussion of the letter from Jesus to the church at Sardis.  Jesus previously told them that they were dead!  He did give them some hope in that there were some things in the church that were pleasing to God.  Even those deeds were about to die also so He urged the church to complete them.  In this next verse He continues that command.

Rev 3:3 “'Remember therefore what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. If therefore you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come upon you.”
Jesus is giving them an opportunity to change.  We know nothing of the origin of this church but Jesus says that they originally received and heard the truth.  As we have previously seen, a church can be doctrinally orthodox and still be unclean. He is not telling them to only remember the correct doctrines but to repent.  To have been children of God they had to have been born again and have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  So He is telling them to remember that truth, their born-again reality, their indwelling of the Holy Spirit, to keep it, and to repent of having left it.  He then gives them a warning as stern as the earthquake that previously destroyed that town.  He says that if they do not awaken He will come quickly at a time unexpected by them. In other verses we are told that the day of the Lord will come unexpectedly:
1Thess 5:2 “For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.”

2Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.”

Rev 3:4 “But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white; for they are worthy.”
Jesus looks into hearts and He sees a few people in the city who have not ruined their righteous garments.  Perhaps they are bystanders who have not bought into this people-pleasing reputation of the church.  He says that they will walk with Him in white because they are worthy.  Although their garments are not totally pure they are unsoiled by the blasphemous teachings and they will be given pure white garments after they leave this earth.  When Jesus says that they are worthy, He only means that they have not forfeited any right to their justification, which would really mean that they had indeed been chosen to be born again and had repented as a result of their justification.  

Rev 3:5 “'He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels.

Rev 3:6 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'”
The over-comers will, in the end, be given white garments meaning they will be viewed as pure because of the work of Jesus.  One day I look forward to being given my white garments.  I will not enter with those garments but because of the righteousness of Jesus that has been appropriated to my account He will give me pure garments to wear. White symbolizes purity and I will be dressed with the purity of Jesus Christ.  Praise the Lord!

We often read of the book in which are written the righteous people of God.  References are in Ex 32: 32,33; Psa 69:28; Mal 3:16; Dan 12:1; Phil 4:3; Rev 20:15, 13:8, and 21:27.  Jesus’ promise to them is that if their names have ever been written in the book of life it will never be taken out (once saved, always saved).  Jesus also promises to confess the names of the chosen ones before the Father and His angels.  What a time that will be when the Lord proclaims that I am a child of God and He welcomes me into the courts of God!  In formal worldly events often people are introduced to the group as they enter the reception area but this introduction will be the only one that matters for all time.  This is a promise, not only to the people who are really His people then but also for all time.  It is hard to sit still as I contemplate that coming event!  We also need to remember both sides of this coin regarding His professing us before the Father:

Luke 12:8 “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man shall confess him also before the angels of God;

Luke 12:9 but he who denies Me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.”

It is good to remember that we cannot see the hearts of individuals.  Even in a congregation that has become very worldly and no longer is a true church of Jesus Christ there could be members of the congregation who are children of God (members of the invisible church).  Either those Christians will leave that congregation or God will transform them but we should not be judgmental of all members of such a worldly church.  We should be ready to welcome people who leave a dead church and help them find the fellowship they need.  

Promise of Jesus:  The one who overcomes will be clothed in white garments, Jesus will not erase his name from the book of life, and He will confess them before God the Father and before His angels.  
