Living Theology Friends1013
Leon Combs
 April 4, 2010
 “Revelation Churches: Thyatira II”

Past issues of these letters (214 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Today we continue looking at the letter to the church at Thyatira.  Previously we read that Jesus praised them for their deeds, service, perseverance and love.  However He had some severe criticisms of them and called for their repentance.  We saw some obvious similarities between His criticisms and some actions in churches today.  He next addresses the people who have not followed the teachings of the “Jezebel”.  
Rev 2:24-25 'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them-- I place no other burden on you. 25Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.

Those who have not followed the teachings of Satan can now take a deep breath and relax!  The teachers and followers of these false doctrines were calling them “deep things”, which reminds me of people thinking that they have received some deep secrets from God.  The Gnostics believed that they had received some “deep secrets” not available to those less sophisticated in the religion.  We are not seeking just any knowledge, but real knowledge:

Phil 1:9 “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment,”

People like the false teacher at the church at Thyatira will try to lead us astray with worldly “wise” knowledge and Paul warned us about them:
Col 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.”

Rather than being “deep things” as the false teachers claim, the false teachings are really elementary principles of the world.  Jesus insightfully identifies these false teachings as coming from Satan.  We must continually exercise discernment and test all teachings with the Bible.  

Jesus places no other burden on this church other than what they are already doing.  He then commands them to hold fast to the good things that they have displayed.  This reminds us of:

Acts 15:28-29 “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials: 29that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do well. Farewell.”

Holding fast until Jesus comes is emphasizing the necessity of perseverance in the life of the true Christian.  Jesus saying “Until I come” refers to the end time when the time of perseverance is over and the glorious time of actual physical presence of our Lord is here.  
Rev 2:26-29 'And he who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; 28and I will give him the morning star. 29He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'”

Jesus gives this church a different promise than the one to the previous church who overcome and persevere.  As long as we are alive we are to be immersed in the works of Jesus in all areas of our life.  Authority to rule over nations seems to indicate a place for us when we are in the very presence of Jesus in the rule of Jesus over the nations who were against Him since all will be put under His feet.

1Cor 15:25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.

We will not be just playing harps in heaven!  For more comments on this aspect of our service please read my comments on Rev 20, 21 that are on my web site.  The rod of iron and the statement about broken pieces seem to lend credibility to this interpretation.  Jesus states that His authority is from the Father and we can rest in this promise.  

Since later in Revelation Jesus refers to Himself as “the Bright Morning Star” (22:16), it is likely that the reference to the star is to Jesus.  The person who overcomes will receive the presence of Jesus Christ in a new era ruling with Him.  He ends His comments about this church with the same type of statement as in previous comments to churches and during His earthly ministry regarding who can really hear what He has to say. 
Matt 11:15 "He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
Promise of Jesus: The person who overcomes the entire world and performs the deeds of Jesus will be given ruling authority over nations and will receive the presence of Jesus forever.

