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Past issues of these letters (211 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This final aspect of salvation initiated by God is an eschatological (end times) issue since we will not immediately receive our glorified body when we die.  The Bible clearly teaches the survival of the soul of believers at the time of physical death in an eternal state in the presence of God but not in that ultimate glorified body.  Jesus clearly tells us that we will continue an existence after our physical death:

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies,

 Other reassuring verses include Matt 10:28, Luke 23:43, John 14:3, and 2 Cor 5:1.  We also know that God’s children will not face judgment under the wrath of God:

John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

We know that our departure from this world will be a glorious event from some of Paul’s writings such as:

2Cor 5:8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

Phil 1:23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;

We also know that this departure and meeting with the Lord will be immediately after our death as Jesus told the penitent person on the cross that he would be with Jesus that day in paradise (Luke 23:43).  The immediate state after death is certainly one in which believers are spiritually alive and fully conscious (Luke 16:19-31; 1 Thess 5:10; Rev 14:13), so there is no time of “spiritual sleep” after death as taught by some people.  Believers in that soul-state after physical death will certainly be enjoying the presence of the Lord and other Christians of all ages (Heb 12:23).  However even this wonderful state of existence is not the final state to which all Christians aspire.  The final state of glorification is the feature of salvation that all Christians anticipate when they will receive their glorified bodies:

Rom 8:23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  

A major Scripture reference for the subject of glorification is:
 Rom 8:30 and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  
Paul also wrote of the glorification of God’s children in another text from Romans:

Rom 8:16-17 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

The souls of the wicked will also survive physical death but their final state is not one of bliss (Matt 11:21-24; 12:41; Rom 2:5-11; 2 Cor 5:10).  There will be a resurrection for all people at the End Times (Eschaton), but the impenitent and unsaved will face an eternal condemnation or the “second death” (Rev 2:11; 20:12-15; John 5:29; Acts 24:15).  However, believers will have a resurrection and be given an immortal body with which to enjoy the presence of the Lord forever (Luke 20:35, 36; John 5:25-29; 1 Cor 15; 1 Thess 4:16; Phil 3:21).  In particular the following is a blessing for Christians:

1Cor 15:51-54 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

The exact nature of the glorified body is not specifically described in Scripture but the resurrected Christian will be like Jesus in His glorified body:

1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

The eternal existence of the children of God in their glorified bodies will consist of a life in perfect communion with God (Matt 13:43; 25:34; Rom 2:7, 10; 2 Cor 15:49; Phil 3:21; 2 Tim 4:8; Rev 21:4; 22:3, 4).  What a wonderful life awaits the children of God!  We should all think of this last phase of salvation while we are involved in sanctification here as it motivates us to cooperate more with the Holy Spirit in working out our salvation:
Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

This fear and trembling that we have now in our submission to the Lord will bring forth more of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23) to glorify God while we live here.  But we also must look forward to that glorious time in our eternal future with God:

Rev 21:4 “and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away. "

Praise the Lord today that He has chosen us to be in His family forever.  

