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 “Salvation: Perseverance II”

Past issues of these letters (209 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Last week we saw that the true child of God should have no fear of death and should have absolute peace about God preserving him forever in His Kingdom.  However, as stated earlier, only those truly born again will persevere.  
1Peter 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

In the verse above, Peter says that Christians are protected by God through their faith and remember that faith is a gift of God (LT 950) to the regenerated people of God.  Since only children of God have faith from God, only they have God protection through faith.  Many Biblical verses support that only those who continue in the faith are preserved by God such as 
John 8:31-32 Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. "

Matt 10:22 "And you will be hated by all on account of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.

Col 1:22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--

Heb 3:14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end;

Many of those who have not received this preserving faith will leave the church (1 John 2:19) 
1John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.

Others may remain and only appear to be truly regenerate people:

Matt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'

Paul warned of such false brethren in 
Gal 2:4 But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.

2Cor 11:15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.

2Cor 11:26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;

Jesus told of people in the parable of the sower who received the word but never bore fruit:

Mark 4:5-6 And other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil. 6And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.

Mark 4:16-17 "And in a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; 17and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away.

John 15:1-2 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.

John 15:6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

In the following we read of people who had been participants in worship in a very intimate manner but yet rejected the revealed faith and could then never truly repent.  These are people who never were regenerated but were members of a visible church.
Heb 6:4-6 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.

In all the letters written to churches contained in the Bible the authors could not be sure that all the members of a visible church were genuine children of God so they present warnings.  Readers of this letter can do a self-test to check on the genuineness of their profession of faith by asking a few questions: Do I love Jesus Christ?  Is there a present trust only in Christ for my salvation?  Is there work of the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit in my heart?  Is there a long-term pattern of spiritual growth in my life?  If these questions can be honestly answered in the affirmative then you can have the assurance of 1 Peter 1:5 and rest in that peace forever.  

Since God is sovereign, His people are chosen and kept within His Kingdom forever.  His Kingdom began at the reign of Jesus Christ (Matt 3:2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."), continues now by the power of the Holy Spirit (Col 1:13 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son), and will be totally realized at the End Time (Eschaton) when Jesus comes to rule forever in a new heaven and earth (Rev 12:10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night).  Praise the Lord that you are preserved in His Kingdom forever!  

