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 “Salvation: Perseverance I”
Past issues of these letters (209 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Perseverance of the saints is an aspect of salvation that gives the child of God much peace.  This concept was briefly mentioned in the section of this series of salvation articles under “The Holy Spirit” (LT 1001). A great definition is given by Wayne Gruden in “Systematic Theology”: The perseverance of the saints means that all those who are truly born again will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives, and that only those who persevere until the end have been truly born again.  Although many people call this doctrine the “Perseverance of the Saints”, the expression “Perseverance of True Believers” is preferred because of the various meanings of the word “saint”.  The key to properly understanding this concept is that Christians (saints) persevere because God preserves them.  The perseverance of God’s chosen children is not dependent upon actions on their part but on the preservation of those people by God. 
Salvation is totally of the Lord and God is sovereign, omniscient, and omnipotent and therefore He will keep His children within the fold.  In Rom 8:1, John 3:36 and Rom 5:9 the Scripture states that Christians are free of the condemnation of God forever.  God never changes His mind about any of His decrees including the salvation of His chosen people.  Jesus clearly made the promise of raising up those on the last day who believe in Him:
John 6:38-40 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

This concept is a coin with two sides.  One side is that saints will persevere.  The other side is that if someone does not persevere he is not truly a regenerated person.  As stated by Jesus, not everyone who professes Jesus Christ as Lord is a child of God with the promise of perseverance:

Matt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'

In this frightening verse Jesus says that He “never knew you” so that a person never received salvation. 
But those who have been regenerated are promised completion of the process:

Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

There are many Biblical proofs concerning why the chosen people of God will persevere: 

Jude told us that God keeps His called so perseverance is God’s responsibility.

Jude 1:1 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ:

Peter tells us that perseverance is not dependent upon the elect.

1Peter 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
 Paul knew that he would be preserved unto God’s heavenly kingdom:
2Tim 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

David told us that God’s perseverance of His chosen ones is the will of God:
Psa 37:28 For the Lord loves justice, And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved forever; But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.

Paul told us that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit:
Eph 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Peter told us that we are guarded through faith:

1Peter 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  This salvation mentioned by Peter refers to the third phase of salvation: glorification.  
Paul told us that every aspect of our being will be preserved complete at the End Times and that the calling will be completed at the End Times:
1Thess 5:23-24 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.
Many NT verses proclaim to us that salvation cannot be lost such as Jude 1:1 and 1 Thess 5:23 given above and others including the following (all of Rom 8:37-38 could be in bold!):
   John 10:28 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give    eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.

   Rom 8:37-39 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
John 10:27-28 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.
John 3:36a "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; 

This topic will be completed next week but there should be enough Biblical proof in this letter alone to give the true child of God peace and no fear of death.
