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 “Salvation: Adoption”
Past issues of these letters (206 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This work of God has always been astounding to everyone contemplating it.  It is even more amazing than His taking a sinful person and affecting the salvation that has been previously discussed since God did not stop at that point.  Instead He did a truly remarkable thing.  He adopted His justified people:

Eph 1:4b-5 In Love 5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will. 

God took a totally unacceptable person, made him acceptable in His sight, and then adopted him into the family of God so that this person now is a joint heir with Christ of the whole universe!  This verse also states that the adoption was predestined, determined in advance, as occurring through Jesus, meaning that adoption was the end result, not justification of man, and it was all planned from the beginning by God!  
The Bible tells us why God did this amazing feat: 
1 John 3:1a See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. 
The adoption is a demonstration to the universe of the great love of God for His children.  Further information about our adoption is given in: 
John 1:12 But as many as received Him (Jesus), to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.  
No person can become a child of God until he has been justified in His sight.  So first comes justification, our primary need, and then comes the added blessing of adoption.

If Christians are adopted sons and Jesus is the only begotten Son then they are His brothers!  The Greek word for brother is adelphos coming from the word delphos which means womb.  So adelphos means from the same womb.  The Greek word for adoption is whyothesia and is a legal word meaning to legally become as if from the same womb.  This was a Roman legal process introduced primarily so that someone could have an heir when there were no biological children.  

Paul used this word in Eph 1:5 to state that God made people acceptable and then made them joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  Jesus used the word brother many times in Scripture and several times in this context as well, such as:

Matt 13:50 For whoever shall do the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.

There are three important features of adoption: 
1.) Adoption gives reason to the Law in our lives:

Heb 12:6-7 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.  7It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?
1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Previously in these letters it has been shown that nobody can obey the Law to become justified before God.  However, after salvation, the Law illustrates characteristics of the child of God that every true child of His will want to possess.  But since the regenerated person still possesses a sin nature, he will be imperfect in his obedience to that Law.  The Holy Spirit will convict him of his disobedience and God will effect the needed discipline and the Law has a valid purpose in the life of the child of God.
2.) Adoption gives assurance of salvation:

Rom 8:15-17 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.
God does not disinherit His children.  He initiated the process of salvation with the ultimate result of adoption and God does not make a mistake!  There are many Bible verses giving the true child of God assurance of salvation (1 Peter 1:3-5; 2 Tim 4:18; Phil 1:6; 1 Thess 5:23; Jude 1:1; John 6:39; John 10:28; Rom 8:37-39; etc.) but just knowing that he is a child of God is sufficient to grant that assurance.  

3.) Adoption gives a clear goal in our walk here:
1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.
There are three questions that philosophers fill libraries trying to answer that are easily answered by the child of God: “Who am I?”, “What are we doing here?”, and “Where am I going?”  To the child of God the answers are simple: “I am a child of God.”, “I am here to glorify God.”, and “I am going to live with Him forever.”  Our goal here is to glorify God in our walk and one day we will be like Jesus.
Praise the Lord for this great gift and glorify Him in your praise.  More about this wonderful work of God can be read at http://livingtheology.com/Adoption.htm. 
