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 “Christmas, 2009”
Past issues of these letters (204 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
The following was written by my wife, Carol, as a short article of a presentation she gave as the speaker at our church’s Women in the Church Christmas program.  Many were blessed by this inspired rendering of the Christmas message and I pray that you will be also.
The Gospel in the Nativity

Christmas is a very special time of year for many people.  The world celebrates prosperity as businesses gear up for sales which will make their year-end balance sheets show a profit.  Children of all faiths, or no faith at all, turn their attention to the ever generous Santa to fulfill their every wish.  Charities benefit from the gifts of people who are either concerned about the less fortunate or are looking for an extra tax credit.  Even atheists are drawn by the merriment and celebration of a time of year marked by cold days and long, dark nights.  In the midst of all these distractions is a true celebration by Christians marking the birth of their Savior, the One promised for thousands of years.

That is the good news of Christmas—Jesus Christ is born, and in His nativity can be found the entire gospel message of His mission here on earth.

The place of His birth is Bethlehem which means “house of bread.”  Jesus later would proclaim that He is the bread of life (John 6:35) and demonstrate by breaking bread that His body would be sacrificed on the cross (Matt. 26:26).  The Jews were familiar with bread from heaven for in their exodus from Egypt, God fed them in the wilderness for forty years with manna from heaven (John 6:32-33).  In the tabernacle and in the Temple, show bread or the Bread of the Presence symbolized God’s presence with them (Ex. 25:30; 1 Kings 7:48).  That bread was kept in the Holy Place and was consumed only by the priests there each week and new bread was displayed, so that the Bread of the Presence never was allowed to spoil or deteriorate.  Jesus Himself at His death was not allowed to decay, but was resurrected to glory (Psa. 16:10).

When kings were traveling, heralds would announce their arrival with great fanfare and blowing of trumpets.  Jesus, too, had his herald angels who announced his arrival to the shepherds (Luke 2:10-11).  The angels also announced Jesus to Mary and to John the Baptist’s father Zacharias (Luke 1).  Angels told Joseph in dreams to name the baby Jesus for He would save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21) and to take the family to Egypt for safety (Mat. 2:13).  King Jesus had spectacular heralds!

The star which came to rest over Jesus’ birthplace told that He is the Light of the world (John 8:12).  Jesus later taught that He came as light into the world, that everyone who believes in Him may not remain in darkness (John 12:46).

It is no incidental thing that shepherds were told of Jesus’ birth.  Jesus Himself is the Great Shepherd of the sheep (Heb. 13:20), the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls (1 Pet. 2:25) and the Chief Shepherd who will give an unfading crown of glory (1 Pet. 5:4).  Who would be more deeply dedicated to the One who would be the Lamb of God than the shepherds who watched over the sacrificial lambs in the fields around Jerusalem?

To be born in a stable and laid in a manger evidenced Jesus’ identifying with the lowly estate of those whom He came to save.  There may be something more humble than being born in a barn with a feed trough for a bed, but I can’t think what it might be.  In Phil. 2:5-8 we read that although Jesus existed in the form of God, He did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men . . . He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

The Magi (wise men or kings) who came to worship this new Baby were Gentiles, demonstrating that through Jesus all the world would be blessed as promised as far back as Abraham (Gen. 18:18).  God is god of the Gentiles also!  (Rom. 3:29).

These Magi brought significant gifts for the new baby.  Gold was a present fit for the King.  Frankincense used by priests in the Temple recognized His office as our Great High Priest (Heb. 2:17).  Myrrh, a spice used in anointing bodies for burial, foretold that Jesus would give His life for all who are His. (John 10:27-29)

And so, in the nativity, we see the entire gospel:  Jesus humbled Himself, came as a baby into the world, was heralded by heavenly angels, lived a perfectly righteous life as Light in a dark world, brought the Bread of Life, would be a Shepherd to His sheep and die as the Lamb of God on their behalf to redeem them unto Himself, and one day would return as King of Kings to rule forever.  

As we see depictions of the nativity in displays or on cards, let us remember the whole Gospel and thank God for His indescribable gift!  (2 Cor. 9:15)

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Merry Christmas 2009 from Leon and Carol Combs

