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 “Salvation: Faith”
Past issues of these letters (203 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This letter continues discussions about some other topics regarding salvation.  Past issues discussed propitiation and regeneration and those must be followed by God’s giving of faith.  Please read all of this series concurrently so as to grasp the total Biblical meaning of salvation.  Regeneration (being born again) was the topic of last week’s letter. 

Intelligent discussions are possible only if all involved have common definitions for the words used.  George Orwell’s novel “1984” demonstrated that the person who controls the dictionary controls the world.  Some of the definitions of faith in The Heritage Illustrated Dictionary of the English Language (HIDEL) are: “A confident belief in the truth, value, or trustworthiness of a person, idea, or thing; Loyalty to a person or thing; allegiance: keeping faith with one’s supporters; and A system of religious beliefs: the Moslem faith”.  The HIDEL also states that faith’s synonym is trust.  The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology (second edition) (EDT) defines faith as: “The noun corresponding to the verb “believe”.  All such definitions are used in worldly conversations with the word faith such as “I have faith that this train will get me safely home.”  Faith is then used by most people as subjective and synonymous with trust, confidence, and belief.  The EDT also states that “God is thus the author of all saving faith (Eph 2:8; Phil 1:29)” and that “faith is a supernatural divine gift”, which is the emphasis of this letter.
In the Bible, faith is used both as a noun (pistis) and as a verb (pisteuein).  The verb form appears 100 times in the Gospel of John.  Trust can be used as a noun or a verb such as “We trust that our government will obey God.”  However, in daily conversations faith is routinely used synonymously with the words “trust” and “believe” and such use denigrates the Christian understanding of faith’s origin and power.  For example, someone may speak of having faith that Jim will turn in the report on time, which means that he has confidence that Jim will turn in his report.  Common usage is that faith is a synonym for belief leading people to think if they believe something is so, it will be so.  Christianity is not about the power of positive thinking, but something much better.

Faith is not a meritorious work but an instrument from God from which good works proceed. God regenerates His people and gives them faith during an effectual calling.  This faith comes through Jesus for His chosen people:

Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

Acts 3:16 And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.

Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
The Bible is very clear that justification is by faith:

Rom 5:1 Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.
Salvation has always been by faith such as the justification of Abraham by faith (Gal 3:7-12).  Before the resurrection of Jesus Christ people had to look forward with faith to the coming Messiah and afterwards we look back with faith at His coming.  The application of the atonement earned by Jesus Christ (propitiation) is by faith:

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

Having been given faith, regenerated people can then believe in Him:

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

The word translated “believes” in John 3:16 is the verb form of the Greek word for faith (pisteuein) and so is faith in action.  Jonathan Edwards defined the will as “that by which the mind chooses any thing”.  Natural man cannot will or work to obtain saving faith:

Rom 9:16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

Since salvation is based solely upon the mercy of God, man’s natural will cannot believe in Jesus resulting in salvation.  Demons believe the truth about Jesus Christ but their belief is only based upon historical events and not by faith given them by God:

James 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder
James states that saving faith from God will result in good works.  Not doing those works reveals a false faith and not saving faith given by God as clearly stated in James 2:14-25 and ending with James 2:26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
Faith and resulting good works are addressed extensively in Hebrews 11. 
If faith is generated by a person then human works are involved in justification, which is consistent with the Roman Catholic and Armenian teachings.  But by the reformational and Biblical teaching, faith is a gift of God that allows a person to exercise belief and trust in Jesus Christ.  It is then understood that “Faith is the cause and the effects are that one can believe, trust and hope.” An excellent definition of this saving faith is “the enabling power of God”.  Faith enables belief, trust, and hope.   Unless God gives faith nobody can believe, repent, and receive the propitiation prepared before creation for God’s children.   It is then clear that faith is essential to please God (Heb 11:6). Only those who are born again (regeneration) through faith and have received justification have ears to hear, so only then can receive the continuing, enabling gift of faith from its author and perfector (Rom 10:17).
