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 “Beatitudes: The Gentle”

Past issues of these letters (196 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Matt 5:5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.
Jesus has already said that the life of a true Christian has characteristics opposite to those of the world.  He said that it is the poor in spirit rather than the proud who will be blessed.  He next said that those who will be comforted are those who mourn for their sins and the sins of others.  Now He says that only the meek or gentle will inherit the earth and not the arrogant, haughty, or aggressive.  Those who are seeking an easy religion need to look elsewhere!  It is interesting to note that Jesus is quoting from a Psalm that was recognized as Messianic in His day:
Psalm 37:11 But the humble will inherit the land, And will delight themselves in abundant prosperity.

The specific inheritance then is for the messianic kingdom and not for the Promised Land of the Jews.  Isaiah 66 speaks of the coming Messiah and the new earth where we will serve Him:
Isaiah 66:22 "For just as the new heavens and the new earth Which I make will endure before Me," declares the Lord, "So your offspring and your name will endure.  This promise of blessing then is that we will have an inheritance in the new earth as seen in the following also:
Eph 5:5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

1Peter 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

The Greek word “praus” that above is translated gentle is also often translated as meek and it is rather hard to define.  In Greek literature it often indicated a person who had been “broken” before his master so that he served him without reservation.  Certainly that is an adequate understanding of the word here for the person described by Jesus already had mourned his and other’s sins and had recognized his poverty of spirit before holy God.  But in this context the meaning is vertical, meaning toward God, rather than horizontal before man.  Evidence that God has put our sins on the Cross and He has given us the righteousness of Jesus Christ is that we have recognized and mourned because of our understanding of our inadequate position before God.  God brought us to this proper understanding of His holiness and our sinfulness and He gave us faith so that we can trust and believe Him.  We have been broken before God and He has restored us.  We can then walk with our heads held high, not because of anything we have done, but because of what God has done for us.  We have access to the Father:
Eph 2:17-18 And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; 18for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.

Eph 3:11-12 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.

Because of our new status in the Family of God we will produce more gentleness:

Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Even as we walk in the world we will work out our sanctification to remove the sinful aspects of our being and receive the implanted word of God in humility, knowing that our status before God is not the result of any of our work.
James 1:21 Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

Col 3:12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

James 1:21 is indeed one of the keys to our goal of sanctification as we digest the Word of God.  We are commanded to put aside all of the evil that was in our lives and all of the filthiness that still remains after our rebirth.  The Bible is very clear that the old Adam nature is still there and that we are to put it to death.  Then we are commanded to receive the word implanted.  Note that James said that we are to receive the implanted word in humility for regardless of our situation before our born again experience we are humbled by what God has done for us.  The word that is implanted is indeed able to save our souls.  Our dependence upon the word of God is total and we learn the completeness of that dependence as we go through trials and temptations in the world.  Praise God!

I have underlined “implanted” because of its significance in the order of our interaction with God.  The word “implanted” is an agricultural term and has to do with someone putting a plant into the soil.  If the soil is good the plant will emerge and produce fruit and such an analogy certainly should remind all of us of the parable by Jesus:

Matt 13:23 “and the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.”

Of course in the spiritual context it is only God who can make the soil good so God sows the seed after preparing the soil and we then receive it and apply it to our growing spiritual nature.

Every day we recognize how poor in spiritual maturity we are and we mourn because of that understanding.  We also recognize the growing gentleness or humbleness in our spirit as we know that we are totally dependent upon God for our spiritual birth and growth.  We also know what a great reward God has prepared for us and we agree with Paul:
Rom 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
So let us all walk accordingly:

1Thess 2:12 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.
