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 “The Ten Commandments: 10”

Past issues of these letters (192 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Exodus 20:17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor."
One of the functions of the Ten Commandments is to control society, the second is to convict people of their sin before the Lord as part of the process of regeneration, and the third purpose is to serve as a guide for living as a Christian.  Paul stated the application of all three of these purposes in his letter to the church at Rome with a coveting application:

Rom 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "You shall not covet."
This command reveals that we sin whenever we covet any possession of someone else.  This is probably the most penetrating of the Ten Commandments for it addresses an inward application of all the Commandments.  Pride may likely be the root cause of all sin, but coveting is a direct application of pride.  Coveting can result in violations of all the other commandments!  Coveting can lead to stealing, adultery, or even murder to obtain what we covet.  Coveting to worship God in ways not ordained by Him can lead to violations of the first two commandments.  Worshiping the Lord by promoting false doctrines such as prosperity theology is a violation of the third command.  Coveting our friends’ Sunday practice of a hobby rather than worshiping God on the Lord’s Day violates the fourth commandment.  Coveting some “freedom” of friends by doing what our parents told us not to do, such as gambling, would violate the fifth commandment.  Coveting a colleague’s position to the extent that we speak falsely against him so that he loses his position is a violation of the ninth commandment.  Jesus told us that evil comes from within the heart of man and coveting was one of the evils He mentioned:

Mark 7:20-23 And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."

Paul also mentioned this commandment with regard to our love for our neighbor.  If we truly love our neighbor then we will not covet anything he has.

Rom 13:9 For this, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

A covetous heart can be revealed whenever we are envious or have any jealousy for the accomplishments or possessions of another person.  Coveting is revealed whenever anyone charges too much for an item or a service for such a person is coveting the money of the other person.  Coveting is revealed whenever we do not rejoice over the accomplishments of someone or even wish misfortune on them because of who they are in relation to how we perceive ourselves.  Montesquieu says that every man has a secret satisfaction in the misfortunes of even his dearest friends!  Since envy and the resulting coveting are the opposite of love, such actions are in direct opposition to the character of God and can exclude us from fellowship with Him.  

There is a very important principle for any discussion, which is that everyone must have the same definition of concepts being discussed.  Webster’s Dictionary says that “covet” means to desire something earnestly or to desire inordinately or culpably.  The same dictionary defines culpable as guilty, criminal, or meriting condemnation or blame.  It is not coveting then to desire a new car if our desire is based upon our individual need and not based upon having a car that is at least as good as that of our neighbor.  Media constantly presents items for people to covet as we are urged to desire inordinately what someone else has.  
The text below warns us to not be around things banned by God for we may covet them and then steal them.  The warning was not heeded in this example and considerable judgment from God fell upon the group.
Joshua 6:18 "But as for you, only keep yourselves from the things under the ban, lest you covet them and take some of the things under the ban, so you would make the camp of Israel accursed and bring trouble on it. 
Coveting in the context of this commandment reveals that we are not content with what we have.  

Rom 7:8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind…. 
Jesus told us the secret of not coveting, which is to be content with what we have:
Luke 3:14 And some soldiers were questioning him, saying, "And what about us, what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your wages."

In the four verses below, Paul and the author of Hebrews gave us the same advice:

2Cor 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Phil 4:11 Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.

1Tim 6:8 And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.

Heb 13:5 Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"

We should all constantly examine our hearts to make sure that we are truly content with what God has given us.  When we are not content we are accusing God of not giving us what we deserve.  If we seek first the kingdom of God, our desires for other things will be diminished.  
