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 “The Ten Commandments: 8”

Past issues of these letters (194 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Exodus 20:15 You shall not steal.
This seems rather straightforward and probably none of the people reading this have broken any laws concerning stealing.  We have not broken into someone’s house and stolen from them and we have not been bank robbers.  But perhaps we might have borrowed a book and “forgotten” to return it or we have gossiped about someone and stolen some of that person’s reputation.  Perhaps we have stolen time from worshiping God by playing golf, fishing, or some other hobby.  Some of us may have even spent time on personal business at work, left work early, spent too much time on a coffee break, padded an expense account, or “borrowed” some items from our employer without returning them.  We read of people cheating thousands of people on stock scams.  Plagiarism is common in all levels of schools today and that is stealing from the original writer.  Cheating on tests is common also and that is stealing by claiming to know something we do not know and by stealing the knowledge from others.  We may even be stealing from ourselves by not putting our treasures in heaven:

Matt 6:19-20 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;

Some people teach that the tithe is a NT concept, but the NT teaching is that we do not own anything, so the giving level is 100% rather than 10%.  More on the subject of the tithe can be read from my article: http://livingtheology.com/Tithe.htm and I hope it is helpful.  Sharing at 100% was the attitude of the early church: Acts 4:32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own; but all things were common property to them.  We are thus stewards of all that we have in this world: Psa 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.  So if we use anything improperly we are stealing from the Lord.  If we stop giving our time, money, mind, etc. because we think we have already given 10% then we are stealing from the Lord.  
False scales were used in OT time and in the time of Jesus.  
Proverbs 20:23 Differing weights are an abomination to the Lord, And a false scale is not good.
Amos 8:5 saying, "When will the new moon be over, So that we may sell grain, And the sabbath, that we may open the wheat market, To make the bushel smaller and the shekel bigger, And to cheat with dishonest scales,

Micah 6:11 "Can I justify wicked scales And a bag of deceptive weights?

Luke 19:2 And behold, there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; and he was a chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich.

Luke 19:8 And Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as much."
Our salvation is not due to balancing our good works against our evil works, as some people teach (another false teaching).  However, all Christians will also stand before God for judgment of our works (1 Cor 3:11-15) and only God has the proper “balance” for that judgment:

Proverbs 16:11 A just balance and scales belong to the Lord; All the weights of the bag are His concern.
If we value something excessively to our own advantage we are stealing.  If someone is willing to mow your yard for $20 but you know such a job is worth at least $30 then it is theft to pay only $20 for the job.  When we bid on a job we should be fair in our estimation of the cost so that we do not excessively charge the client.  Determining profit from any job is a matter for prayer and concern about breaking this commandment.  People are certainly due a profit for their labor, but it must not involve stealing from others.  Lawyers, physicians, dentists, contractors, painters, technicians, and many others all have to consider the eighth commandment in setting charges.
We also read in 1 Cor 9:7-14 and 1 Tim 5:17, 18 that people involved in full-time ministry are to be supported by the persons whom they serve.  We steal from them when we do not pay a salary commensurate to their efforts.  However pastors teaching a false Biblical message are stealing from the people listening to them.  Every Sunday millions of people are given false messages such as the promise of riches, good health, popularity, worldly success, etc.  God is clear:

Jeremiah 14:14 Then the Lord said to me, "The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.

Ezekiel 13:9 "So My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will have no place in the council of My people, nor will they be written down in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that you may know that I am the Lord God.

A person might present a good example to the public but be a flagrant sinner.  Judas was a disciple of Jesus Christ and a thief:

John 12:4-6 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii, and given to poor people?" Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it.

How do we guard against stealing?  We obey the following standard for integrity, industrious and honest work, and generosity with the produce of our labor:
Eph 4:28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.

Contentment is also a key to living life in the Kingdom:
Heb 13:5 Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"
