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 “The Ten Commandments: 5”

Past issues of these letters (186 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 40 articles and 14 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Exodus 20:12 Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you.
Deut 5:16 Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, that your days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with you on the land which the Lord your God gives you.

This commandment begins what is commonly called the “second table of the law” in that the last six entries regard our interactions with other people.  The “first table” relates to our interactions with God.  The Deuteronomy verse makes it very clear that this commandment was initially specifically given to the Israelites for success on the land given them by the Lord.  This blessing for obedience is another aspect of the covenant between them and God.  For the Gentiles we see in this command another aspect of the character of God that should be emulated by all people.  The prolonging of days refers to making the days richer in significance and spiritual maturity.  

The word “honor” is not “obey” although obedience may be involved in honoring someone.  The Hebrew word translated honor is “kabod” with a basic meaning of heaviness in the physical sense and important in the metaphorical sense.  The antonym is “qalal” meaning lightness in the physical sense and insignificant in the metaphorical sense.  1 Sam 2:30 translates qalal as contemptible.  To honor our parents then is to treat them with respect because of their importance.  God alone is the most important being of all and so demands the highest honor of all.  Such honor may be ascribed or earned and God says that it is ascribed to parents.  Treating someone with honor also requires humility for a proud person will be reluctant to give honor to others.  
There is nothing “accidental” about God’s order of the commandments since the first consideration of interacting with people is with the smallest sample of the population and sets an example for our dealings with other people.  We have no choice regarding the identity of our parents!  We may choose our friends and other people with whom we interact.  Some people have said that family relations are the hardest of all but God puts them of paramount importance.  The sociology of parent/child interactions is certainly very complicated.  If parents are responsible, they teach their children about discipline and proper response to authority.  If children have problems responding to parental discipline and authority, they will probably also have problems dealing with others in authority over them.  Most children do go through a rebellious phase in life and parents need to properly respond to those times.  Such times build a parent’s prayer life!  There are a number of other Scriptures helping in this discipline area such as the following (remember that Proverbs are not promises):
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it.

Proverbs 19:18 Discipline your son while there is hope, And do not desire his death.

Eph 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.
There is also a very important aspect to how parents are to discipline children:
Eph 6:4 And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Col 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, that they may not lose heart.

Many applications are made of this commandment to obeying all of those in authority over us.  Certainly Christians should be the perfect example of respecting those above us since all authority is from God:

Romans 13:1 Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.
Heb 13:17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.
1Peter 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.

The following affirmation by Peter also applies to the question of whether or not we should obey our parents or anyone in authority over us when they tell us to do sinful actions:

Acts 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered and said, "We must obey God rather than men.

In the End Times there will be a lot of events occurring that are contradictory to proper behavior as people begin to do more openly whatever pleases their sinful hearts.  As Paul told us in a letter to Timothy, one of these signs will be children being disobedient to parents:

2Tim 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,

This is not the place to examine all the evidences of sinful behavior at the End Times, but most of those signs very clearly appear today and disobedient behavior toward parents is rampant.  
To one who leans toward Calvinistic doctrines, the Law has three purposes: to place a barrier to sinful behavior in the world, to make individuals aware of their sin nature, and to give a guide to living a Godly life for the Christian.  This fifth commandment is another revelation concerning the character of God and Christians are to honor their parents and those in some other sort of authoritative position unless they try to lead us away from giving proper honor to God.  The death of a parent should not alter our conduct toward them with honor as there are many ways to honor the memory of our parents.  
