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 “The Ten Commandments: 3”

Past issues of these letters (186 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 40 articles and 14 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Exodus 20:7 "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.
The example prayer given us by our Lord gives a positive spin to the Third Commandment:

Matt 6:9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.

In the OT, the name of the person transmitted some characteristic of the person.  The meaning of the name of God includes His nature, His being and includes His character from which we obtain our code of ethics.  God’s name is above all names and we must not dishonor that name but honor, or hallow, that name.  There is a common statement made by many today that is certainly in violation of this command when they say “Oh, my God!” in an irreverent manner.  I have heard in the secular workplace people use the name, “Jesus Christ”, in a sarcastic, irreverent manner and they are in violation of this commandment and they offend Christians and Jews since Christ means “Messiah”.  
There are many names of God that specifically reveal some of His characteristics.  Elohim acknowledges God as the Creator of everything.  El Elyon emphasizes His rule and sovereignty.  Yahweh speaks of God’s self-existence and eternal being and reveals that He is the redeemer.  Yahweh Jireh reveals that He is the God who provides.  We can add many other names such as Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the chief shepherd, the light of the world, etc.  

An important aspect to this commandment is the responsibility of the person calling himself a Christian, which means “a Christ one”.  Those professing to be a Christian but who live a life according to the world are taking the name of the Lord in vain.  Such actions are worse than the ravings of ungodly people.  We who profess to be Christians but who do not live accordingly are guilty of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  The following verses show the importance of walking according to the name or teachings of God:
Micah 4:5 Though all the peoples walk each in the name of his god, As for us, we will walk In the name of the Lord our God forever and ever.
Psa 86:11 Teach me Thy way, O Lord; I will walk in Thy truth; Unite my heart to fear Thy name.

Jer 3:17 "At that time they shall call Jerusalem 'The Throne of the Lord,' and all the nations will be gathered to it, to Jerusalem, for the name of the Lord; nor shall they walk anymore after the stubbornness of their evil heart.

Zec 10:12 "And I shall strengthen them in the Lord, And in His name they will walk," declares the Lord.

This commandment does not exclude legitimate oaths and, since some think that it does, I give several relevant Scriptures:
Deut 6:13 "You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him, and swear by His name.

Psa 63:11 But the king will rejoice in God; Everyone who swears by Him will glory, For the mouths of those who speak lies will be stopped.

Rom 1:9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you,

Rom 9:1 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,

Phil 1:8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.

Rev 10:5 And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right hand to heaven,

Rev 10:6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there shall be delay no longer,

We Christians know intimately many names for God and we give Him joyful thanks and praise for that knowledge.  As we pray to the Father many times each day through our High Priest, Jesus Christ and at the exhortation of the Holy Spirit, we honor His name.  Be very careful to always use God’s name respectfully and to lovingly correct someone when you hear them misuse the Name that is above all names.    
