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 “The Ten Commandments: 1”

Past issues of these letters (186 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 40 articles and 14 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Exodus 20:2-3 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me.
We have the testimony of Jeremiah that there is only one God:

Jer 10:10 But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, And the nations cannot endure His indignation.
Some people claim that this command is just for the Jews since God did not literally take us out of Egypt.  However, Jesus told us how to have no god other than God so this command is for Christians also:
Matt 22:37 And He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'
There would be no room in our heart for any other god if we loved God as commanded by Jesus.  
Thus we have the testimony of the OT prophets and of Jesus that there is only One who is worthy of our love and worship.  There also is a sense in which Christians have also been led out of “Egypt” in that, before God justified us, we were slaves to sin:

Rom 6:16-18 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

Eph 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

God then took us out of “Egypt” where we were slaves to Satan:
Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

There is no doubt then that this first commandment is applicable to Christians today so we need to examine what other gods we might have before Him.  Paul warned us of being unfaithful to God:

Rom 6:16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?

If we love something so that we do not love God as Jesus commanded us to love Him then a “god” has come between us and God.  Paul warned Timothy about a time when people would worship “gods” other than God:
2Tim 3:1-5 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,   unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,

treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

Paul said that these forsakers of God would love self and money that would lead them to all those other unholy characteristics.  Not only would they have their love devoted to things other than God they also would be “holding to a form of godliness” so that perhaps they would be pretending to worship God by being members of a church that is either a genuine church to which they pretend to belong or that they belong to a false church such as a Church of Humanism or a Church of Poems where they openly worship the world.  Today we see many people who are members of churches where the Gospel is not preached but that human values are lifted up as of paramount importance.  Many members of these false churches think that they are serving God but they are really lovers of self and money.  

It is interesting that the most common “god” to get between us and God is self.  Certainly focusing our love on ourselves leads to a love of money also.  The leaders of the false churches certainly understand our desire to love ourselves and their teachings emphasize such an adoration of self.  The members are told that God wants them to be wealthy, healthy, and wise (but only in the world’s teachings) and since those goals are what the self wants they totally fall for those teachings that come from below:
James 3:14-15 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.
Paul also warned Timothy of such a time when people would follow the teachings of demons:

1Tim 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,
The demons do not just teach the occult for they also pretend to be teachers of God.  So let us all beware of the false teachers and the pull to love ourselves and money for both will lead us away from loving God and into disobedience of the First Commandment.
