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 “Fruit of the Spirit: Faithfulness”

Past issues of these letters (180 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 40 articles and 14 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Again let me remind you that the word “fruit” in its original language is singular so these nine facets of the fruit are all to be revealed in our character as the Holy Spirit works in our sanctification.  

This week we will discuss faithfulness, a translation of the Greek word “pistis”.  This aspect of the fruit pertains to loyalty, reliability and trustworthiness.  Although this characteristic affects others it primarily is an internal aspect of the Christian’s personality.  Faithfulness means acting in concurrence with faith and remember that faith is not something we develop but a gift from God that is given only to His children.  We read in Complete Word Study Dictionary of the New Testament that pistis means "good faith, faithfulness, sincerity"; “being faithful, sincere"; and "all good fidelity". The Hebrew word rendered "faithfulness" is emunah, which Strong's says literally means "firmness," figuratively means "security" and morally means "fidelity."
The dictionary compares "faithful" with its synonyms: Faithful, loyal, constant, staunch, and resolute.  Other synonyms include dedicated, steadfast, devoted, dependable, accurate, true, conscientious, dutiful, careful, scrupulous and thorough.  

William Barclay calls Pistis “the virtue of reliability” and he ended his examination of this word by saying: “Pistis is indeed a great word.  It describes the man on whose faithful service we may rely, on whose loyalty we may depend, whose word we can unreservedly accept.  It describes the man in whom there is the unswerving and inflexible fidelity of Jesus Christ, and the utter dependability of God.”

As with all the fruit of the Spirit, God is the model we must study for examples of faithfulness to encourage us to trust and to emulate Him.  However, only God is truly faithful:

Lam 3:22 The Lord's lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail.

Lam 3:23 They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.

2Tim 2:13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.

1Thess 5:24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

Rom 3:3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?

1Cor 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Paul adds in II Timothy 2:13, "If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself."
And we read in James 1:17:“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.”

Jesus used a parable to indicate some rewards awaiting those who are faithful on earth:

Matt 25:21 "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.'
Jesus criticized the Pharisees because they paid much attention to legalistically tithing but neglected the more important items such as faithfulness:

Matt 23:23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.”

God is always true to the character of goodness and wisdom that His very name implies. However there is a battle going on in every person since his justification.  Once we were born again our sin nature has been diminishing and our God nature has been escalating.  But there are peaks and valleys in those changes. We have disparate impulses and thoughts as Paul stated in Gal 5:17: "For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh".  We frequently lose this battle because the divine nature does not completely dominate our minds.  The secret to being conformed to the nature of God was revealed to us by Paul and Peter:
Rom 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

1Peter 1:14 “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,”

Paul also told us how to accelerate that transformation:

Phil 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.”

So let’s all purify our minds and assist in that transformation so that we will exhibit more faithfulness.  We must no be discouraged when we fail because our sense of loss at having failed is evidence of the miraculous work God has performed in His children.  So always praise the Lord and thank Him for the desire to be more like Him and to be more and more faithful.  
