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 “Fruit of the Spirit: Love”

Past issues of these letters (171 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 14 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
There is spiritual warfare existing within each person who becomes a Christian by being born again.  Although he is now a saint, he still has a sin-nature within him that causes considerable conflict.  Last week I discussed some of those acts of the flesh against which we Christians struggle.  Now let’s discuss the fruit of the Spirit that we desire to be dominant in our thoughts and actions.  The Bible talks of fruit as what comes forth from within.  Man apart from God brings forth fruit consistent with an evil heart (acts of the flesh) and a Christian bears fruit from his holiness that is imparted by God. James states that God’s wisdom comes to us full of good fruits (James 3:17).  God tells of a disaster coming to the Israelites as fruit of their plans (Jer 6:19).  Paul tells us that we are joined to Christ so that we might bear fruit for God (Rom 7:4).  Paul lists specific fruit that should emerge from the life of the Christian:
Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 
Remember that it was Paul who taught about the “acts of the flesh” and here we see that he says the “fruit of the Spirit” so these Christian virtues are distinctively of the Spirit.  People showing these fruits give glory to God in their use.  The fruit is not something that we strive to accomplish to achieve righteousness, but righteousness that God put into our account will bear this fruit.  Note that the word “fruit” is singular so these nine virtues are not nine fruits but nine aspects of the fruit much like a gem might have nine different beautiful facets.  Christians are commanded to practice all nine aspects of the fruit of the Spirit.  
It is certainly reasonable that love is at the head of this list for God is love:

1John 4:8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

 The greatest of the three abiding attributes of a Christian is love:

1Cor 13:13 But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

This love that we are to show to all Christians is an important testimony to the world:
John 13:35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

I have long been convinced that Satan invented our English language for it is so vague on some very important concepts such as love.  The English language has only one word for love and we can only determine its meaning by its literary context.  We say that we love our wife and we love our car but we don’t mean that each usage is the same.  When I was trying to learn Swedish I said in Swedish to a great Swedish friend, “I love coffee.”  He immediately corrected me saying, “We do not say that we love coffee.  We say that we like coffee or even like it very much.”  He was so correct on both a linguistic and a philosophical level.  However I think that too many people really do love their car, or house, or some other thing.   There are four Greek words for love: agape, philia, storge, and eros.  Eros is passionate love usually with accompanying sensual desire.  Storge means natural affection as between family members.  Philia means friendship in modern Greek and is used in reference to the love between friends or family and relates to a desire to have fellowship with others.  
Agape is the highest form of love and is not conditional on the one receiving love to deserve it but on the character of the one doing the loving.  In biblical literature, the meaning and usage of agape is illustrated by self-sacrificing and giving love to all, both friend and enemy. It is used in Matthew 22:39, "Love your neighbor as yourself," Agape is the Greek word translated “love” in Gal 5:22, 1 John 4:8 and in the following:
1John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.

2John 1:6 And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.
In the above we see that the “agape” of God is our keeping and walking according to His commandments.  Of course walking means our actions in the world as we live out the Christian love implanted by God into our hearts.  The love that should flow out of us to others is God’s love and the more we are sanctified the easier it is for that flow to occur.  So we should always be watching to see what flows out of us toward others in our interactions in the world.  When we recognize something coming out of us other than this great agape love we should be warned that we have a need for more cultivation of the love of Christ within our hearts.  
Luke 6:43-44 "For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit; nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit. For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush.

God has changed us from a “bad tree” to a “good tree” and we need to constantly examine our fruit, especially the emphasis of this letter: love.  We will never be a perfect “good tree” until our glorification so producing bad fruit will occur.  Recognize the nature of the fruit and use your discernment to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in the life-long sanctification process.  
