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Past issues of these letters (171 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 14 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
There is a spiritual war existing within a person since he became a Christian by being born again.  Although he is now a saint, he still has a sin-nature within him that causes considerable conflict.  For the past many weeks I have been discussing the gifts of the Spirit, which are the acts that the Christian is commanded to manifest within the Christian community.  A non-Christian has no gifts of the Spirit because he is not indwelt by the Holy Spirit:
Rom 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

The non-Christian’s ethical actions are described as acts of the flesh since the Bible describes the non-holy aspect of humans as acts of the flesh.  All of God’s children began in this spiritually-dead state: 

Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

First let us look at the deeds of the flesh before we study Christian characteristics after justification.  This approach is necessary because until children of God are glorified there remains a battle between the two driving forces.  Even the apostle Paul had to wage this battle: 

Rom 7:18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.

Rom 7:25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

Certainly we must also recognize this conflict within our minds for unless we know our enemy we cannot be successful in our daily battles.  Non-Christians do not have the battle because they are not a temple of God and thus have no desire to be holy like Him.  Christians have to first intellectually understand that we are dead to sin as stated by Paul in Rom 6:11 and then daily take up our cross as commanded by Jesus, which means to make that death to sin a reality.

Rom 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Luke 9:23 And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.

So let’s take some time to recognize the deeds of the flesh against which we must wage war.  In his letter to the Christians at Galatia Paul is not making an exhaustive list as he adds “things like these” but the list is sufficiently thorough to allow us to recognize those deeds against which we must fight.     

Gal 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Paul warns us in verse 21 that anyone who practices the deeds of the flesh will not enter the kingdom of God. Any of us could possibly commit one or more of such awful deeds but true children of God do not practice such deeds.  Immorality is sexual immorality and is sometimes called “fornication” referring to sexual intercourse between persons who are not married to each other.  Living together before marriage is a common practice between men and women today. Impurity refers to any kind of uncleanness.  Sensuality is indecency that is flaunted in public as is even seen in many advertisements on TV.  Idolatry is the worship of any god other than God and can include anything or any person that separates us from a drive toward a unity in Christ.  
Sorcery is the worship of evil and includes black magic and Satan worship as well as the inappropriate use of pharmaceuticals since the Greek word translated sorcery is “pharmakeia” from which we get the word “pharmacy”.  Thus sorcery can even include drug-initiated abortion and euthanasia.  The remainder of the specific items relate to a breakdown in community.  Enmity is a hatred of a political, racial, or religious nature and includes private as well as public thoughts and actions.  Strife is any kind of rivalry or discord springing forth from a quarrelsome spirit.  Jealousy desires something someone else has at their expense or detriment and is coupled with selfish ambition by James in James 3:16 “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”
Outbursts of anger come from an uncontrolled temper.  Disputes, dissensions, and factions are all outcomes of pride in concepts that tend to separate people from a common goal such as, in the case of Christians, seeking first the kingdom of heaven.  Envy is the result of a grudging spirit that may rejoice at the misfortunes of others or a desire to be more important than others.  The Bible does not prohibit the responsible and prudent use of alcohol but it does condemn becoming drunk, especially in a habitual manner such as is commonly done in many social circles today.  Carousing is wild partying of any kind.  

This is not an exhaustive list but it certainly is specific enough for us to recognize the appearance of temptations regarding these and “others like them”.  I am sure that each of us can come up with many other sins as Paul mentioned elsewhere:
2Cor 12:20 For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there may be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances;

So the next time we are tempted to gossip let’s remember that it is a deed of the flesh and we need to die to it as well as any other deed of the flesh.  Next week we will begin a study of the fruit of the Spirit that is in such contrast to these deeds of the flesh.  
