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 “The Resurrection”

Past issues of these letters (171 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 14 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
The day that you receive this is the day that most people call Easter.  I prefer Resurrection Sunday rather than Easter because, like Christmas, the world has removed most of the meaning away from the day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Even the origin of the name Easter is problematic as it was most likely named after the pagan festival Eastre.  The Easter Bunny symbol seems to have originated with the pagan festival of Eastre since that fertility goddess was worshipped by the Anglo-Saxons through her earthly symbol, the rabbit.  Some records also indicate that it originated from the pagan celebration of Astarte, one of the titles of the Chaldean goddess, the queen of heaven.  The Bible refers to her as Ashtoreth in:

2Kings 23:13 And the high places which were before Jerusalem, which were on the right of the mount of destruction which Solomon the king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of the sons of Ammon, the king defiled.

Whichever origin is correct, the holiday was begun by Christians trying to put their celebrations at the same time as pagan celebrations.  The early church observed Passover as did Jesus (Matthew 26:17-18) who gave it a different meaning under the New Covenant.  Jesus told His followers to continue this observance in remembrance of Him and His death (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).  As Easter replaced Passover, not only was a new date selected (the Sunday after the spring equinox rather than the biblically directed Nisan 14), but a new theme was introduced. Rather than commemorating Christ's death as directed by the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 11:26), the new holiday was designed to celebrate His resurrection. This new theme easily accommodated the pagan fertility symbols of the bunny and the egg.  It also helped distinguish the Christian community from the Jews, a major goal of church leaders of the time. 
Some churches now observe Maundy Thursday to commemorate Christ’s Last Supper and the initiation of the Eucharist.  The word “Maundy” comes from a Latin word meaning “command” relating to the new command of Jesus (John 13:34).  So some churches then commemorate the death of Jesus Christ.  But on April 12, 2009 the church celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Certainly the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ are all essential elements of the work of justification done by God for His people.  Since the major emphasis is on “Easter”, let’s put aside the bunny and eggs and concentrate on the real meaning of the resurrection.

If there had been no resurrection then we people who call ourselves Christians are wasting our time and we might just as well “live, drink, and be merry for this is all that there is.”  Paul gave us some of the best apologetics about the resurrection in his writings to the Corinthian church.

1Cor 15:12 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

1Cor 15:13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;

1Cor 15:14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.

1Cor 15:15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.

1Cor 15:16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;

1Cor 15:17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

1Cor 15:18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

1Cor 15:19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

Paul then states the affirmation of the resurrection:

1Cor 15:20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.

Paul had earlier spoken of the fact of the resurrection:

1Cor 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

1Cor 15:4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

1Cor 15:5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

1Cor 15:6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;

1Cor 15:7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;

1Cor 15:8 and last of all, as it were to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.

The facts are that Jesus was born of a virgin so that He is fully God and fully human, He lived a sinless life fulfilling the requirements for righteousness, He physically died on the cross as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of those who believe in Him, and He was physically resurrected as proof of His accomplishments.  This week we commemorate the death of Jesus Christ and on Resurrection Sunday we celebrate His victorious resurrection.  Please make this time a very meaningful time of worship and giving glory to God for His work on behalf of His children:

John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

