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 “Gifts Review”

Past issues of these letters (166 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
The coming of the Holy Spirit to each believer was stated by Jesus as an essential part of His overall ministry:

John 16:7 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you." 

One of the important purposes of the Holy Spirit is the giving of Spiritual Gifts.  We have studied the commonly accepted gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Now it is incumbent upon us to determine which gift or gifts we have been given.  Practicing the gifts is not an option. It is crucial for every Christian to understand that we are commanded to serve the church using our gift(s) from the Holy Spirit:
1 Cor 12:11 "But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills." 

1 Cor 12:7 "But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good." 

1 Peter 4:10 10 "As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
"Employ it" is a command and not an option. The purpose of the gifts is for the edification of the body of believers (the church). A church where the members do not practice their gifts is incomplete and in sin before God. What a different place the church would be if all true Christians were serving the church by employing their spiritual gift(s)!  Here again is the list of the spiritual gifts that we have discussed:

	Romans 12:3-8
	1 Cor 12:8-10, 28-30
	Ephesians 4:11
	1 Peter 4:9-11

	Prophecy
	Word of Wisdom
	Apostleship
	Hospitality

	Ministering (helps)
	Word of Knowledge
	Prophecy
	Speaking

	Teaching
	Faith
	Evangelism
	

	Exhorting
	Healing
	Pastoring
	

	Giving
	Miracles
	Teaching
	

	Government ruling
	Prophecy
	
	

	Showing mercy
	Discernment
	
	

	Service
	Tongues
	
	

	
	Interpretation
	
	


Every child of God has at least one gift, so please take time now to go over this list of gifts and make sure that you know your gift(s).  I again refer you to a web site that will help you determine your spiritual gift:

http://www.churchgrowth.org/analysis/index.html
After you are sure that you know your particular gift, go back to the letter discussing the gift and study it carefully.  Go to a leader in your church and let them know of your gift and your willingness to function in that body of believers to help fellow Christians using that gift.  Be an active member of your particular group of fellow Children of God and assist in the maturing them and yourself.  You and every member will be blessed by God for being in obedience to His commands.  Here are some wonderful Scripture promises to help motivate us all in our walk in this world as children of God:
John 14:15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him."

John 15:10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love.

1John 5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.

1John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.

2John 1:6 And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.
May God bless each of us as we seek to obey Him and experience His peace and joy even in difficult circumstances.  

Eph 3:21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.

