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Past issues of these letters (166 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Faith in Healings and Miracles
One final discussion needs to involve the source of healing. Certainly it is only God who can work outside of the rules of the universe as we understand them, so miraculous healing can only come from God. The question remains, "Does the sick person or some other person have a role in the miraculous healing process?" This question is raised because sometimes we hear people say "If you only had enough faith God would heal you." This is an awful statement and shows an extreme misunderstanding about faith.  If these people have a Biblical reference for their statement, they might quote one or more of the following:
Matt 9:22 But Jesus turning and seeing her said, "Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well." And at once the woman was made well." This episode is also reported in Mark 5:34 and Luke 8:48. 
Mark 10:52 And Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he regained his sight and {began} following Him on the road.
Luke 17:19 And He said to him, "Rise, and go your way; your faith has made you well."
Luke 18:42 And Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you well."
Acts 14:9-10 This man was listening to Paul as he spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze upon him, and had seen that he had faith to be made well, said with a loud voice, "Stand upright on your feet." And he leaped up and {began} to walk. 

Without understanding faith, these verses might appear to be proof-positive verses for persons to use their faith to heal themselves. Of course, if this premise is true, why did Jesus or Paul have to be there? The problem with people using these verses in such an inappropriate way is their misunderstanding of faith. The reader is referred to my article on Faith at my web site http://LivingTheology.com/Faith for a more complete discussion on Faith. 
From the following two verses one might think that faith can be developed to become justified: Rom 5:1, " ... justified by faith" and Rom 4:5, " ... his faith is counted as righteousness".  However we read that God gives a measure of faith (Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.).  
We clearly see from these verses that faith is not of our doing for that would be a works-based salvation and we know from Eph 2:8, 9 that salvation is surely not from works. Eph 2:8 states: "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." In this verse the "it" refers back to faith, which is consistent with Rom 12:3 and the other scriptures above, but speakers very seldom talk about Faith being a gift from God. Rom 3:28 also says, " ... a man is justified by faith." We read in Rom 9:32 that Israel did not arrive at righteousness because they did not pursue righteous by faith but as though it were by works. If we must muster up our own faith then justification is by works, and again we know that is not correct. We also see in Heb 12:2 that " ...Jesus is the author and perfecter of faith." which fits in nicely with what we have already seen. Jesus is not only the author (the originator of faith); He is also the one who perfects it in us. 
So surely the question about the origin of faith is Biblically answered. Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith. God gives us faith; we don't develop it ourselves. So we can't save ourselves by working hard to develop a man-based faith. What about applying this concept to healing? Can we develop enough faith so that we will become healed? The answer obviously is "no", since faith is a gift from God. Now let's go back to those verses above that seem to say that our faith is the cause of the miraculous healing that occurred. 
In all those verses, look at the sequence of events. Jesus, and Paul in one instance, first recognized that the person had faith. Remembering what we just discussed, they recognized that God had given these people the gift of faith. Thus both Jesus and Paul recognized that God had given these people the faith needed for healing. God choose these people for healing for the special purposes that we noted before in quoting from Henry W. Frost’s book "Miraculous Healing"  (The miracles of Jesus were to prove to the world that He indeed was/is God. The miracles through the apostles were to prove that God had indeed chosen them as Christ's special representatives and messengers.) The second step was that Jesus and Paul then, having the spiritual ability to see what God had done, just declared what had happened to the glory of God.
A "healer" then is not a person with some sort of special gift to effect a miraculous healing, but a person to whom is given the spiritual ability to see that God has already worked in a person's life to supply the faith needed for healing. Only God can give that gift of faith.  Criticizing a person for not having enough faith is criticizing God!  All the glory then goes to God and the "healer" just announces to the world what has happened, to the glory of God.  
One final comment should be made. It seems that it takes a greater faith for someone to endure the pain, hardship, illness, or whatever is happening in someone's life that is not a source of worldly happiness than to be healed. It takes more faith to give glory to God while remaining in a wheelchair for the majority of one's life than to be healed (Heb 11:35-40). Remember that God gives faith and we should praise God greatly for His saints throughout the ages who have endured through the hardship and brought glory to Him. Joni Erickson-Tada immediately comes to my mind. Think of other Christians who have remained in the "unhealed" state to the glory of God and praise Him. 
