Living Theology Friends0911
Leon Combs
March 15, 2009
 “Spiritual Gifts: Service and Tongues”

Past issues of these letters (166 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Gift: Service 

We see this gift in Rom 12:6-7 “And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;”
As with any gift, service should be performed as unto the Lord as seen in Eph 6:7: "With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men," Service is certainly linked to helps, giving, and other gifts. We should all be in service to each other at some level as stated in Gal 5:13 "For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another." People with the gift of serving dedicate their lives to the service of God and the Family of God. Serving God becomes the driving motive for living and nothing will deter them from this service. 
1. Gift: Serving 

2. Ministries: pastor, elder, deacon, missionary, nurse, physician, teacher, counselor, etc. 

3. Empowerment: make your gift known to your church administration and pray for God to show you the proper ministry for your gift. 


Gift: Tongues 
As we look at the gift of tongues, we must consider that the Holy Spirit also gives the gift of interpretation, so these must be discussed together: 

1Cor 12:10 "and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues." 
First we define the gift of tongues. In Acts 2:1-11 it is certainly speaking in languages that are real and known by people listening.  Read especially Acts 2:6 "And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were bewildered, because they were each one hearing them speak in his own language."  Some people claim that the gift of tongues includes speaking in an angelic language unknown by men as indicated by Paul: 1Cor 13:1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
However the language of 1 Cor 13:1 does not have to mean that two different kinds of tongues are involved: one of men and another of angels. The meaning can be that Paul is talking about a common type of language that is used by both men and angels. So this verse is not proof positive that tongues must be some esoteric angelic language. 
All of 1 Corinthians 14 talks of the use of tongues and other gifts. It is obvious from these discussions that Paul considers speaking in tongues among the lowest order of the gifts. 

Some say that since in 1Cor 14:26-29 Paul says that tongues are not to be used unless an interpreter is present then the implied language is not some known tongue since the people present would not understand without an interpreter. However, I cannot consider that interpretation to be final since Paul could have had in mind someone speaking in a "real" language, but just not one known by everyone present. 1Cor 14:26-29 "What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, {it should be} by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and let one interpret; but if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God. And let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment." 
Certainly in 1Cor 14:10-13 Paul is talking about "known" languages: "There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no {kind} is without meaning. If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me. So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual {gifts,} seek to abound for the edification of the church. Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret." 
From reading about the occurrences of tongues as a gift, I conclude that the gift of tongues is the use of a "real" language and certainly one much needed by missionaries going into countries where their own native language is not spoken. Anyone who has studied foreign languages can also understand the need for a gift of interpretation since translating the true meaning of words in one language into the same meaning in another language can be very difficult. 
Certainly the use of "tongues" has been a source of confusion and disruption in modern churches and we know that such a result is not God's purpose.  God is not the author of confusion.  Some churches allow everyone to be "speaking in an unknown tongue" at once and certainly that is in violation of 1 Cor 14:26-29. Paul wrote of problems caused by the misuse of the gift and his warning is certainly valid today. There is also one other thing that we can know for sure: we should never discourage the use of the gift of tongues as stated by Paul in 1 Cor 14:39: "Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in tongues." 
We must also always remember: 1Cor 14:40 "But let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner."  Paul states the order of worship in the church at his time very well in 1Cor 14:26-29. It also seems perfectly applicable for a church today if the congregation is composed of people who speak various languages. Paul wrote in 1 Cor 14:9: "So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air."  So if we have people in our congregation who do not understand English, how will they be edified by a great sermon in English? Sign language is used in many churches today as a person signs while the preacher preaches so that those who are deaf may also be edified. Sign language is recognized as a valid language, so many churches are using the gift of tongues in a worship service. From the perspective of the deaf, the preacher is preaching in tongues and the person signing is the interpreter. 
My understanding of the gift of tongues is that it is the ability to speak in a known language and therefore very much needed in the modern church. I have used verses of Scripture out of order but, in my opinion, not out of context. You certainly should carefully read 1 Cor 12-14 yourself. 
1. Gift: Tongues and interpretation 

2. Ministry: Missionary work, evangelism in areas not speaking your native tongue, translating Christian material into other languages, translating sermons and teachings into another language for an audience, etc. 

3. Empowerment: Contact organizations that need Christian interpreters.  Go on short missionary trips to countries whose people speak a language God has gifted you with the ability to fluently use.  Help writers translate Christian material into other languages  Always let your church administration know of your gift. 

Here is an example:

Jesus Christ liver idag!  Gör Han bo inne du? (Swedish for: Jesus Christ lives today! Does He live in you?) 

