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 “Spiritual Gifts: Exhortation, Giving, Helps”

Past issues of these letters (163 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Gift: Exhortation

The word "exhort" appears 8 times in the Bible as does the word "exhortation". The dictionary defines exhort as "to urge or incite by strong argument, advice, or appeal; admonish earnestly". It also can mean to encourage or correct through proper application of Scriptural truth. To illustrate the use of this gift, I am going to exhort each reader of this material by using the Word of God from Rom 12:4-8: 
For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

This Scripture exhorts each of us to use our gifts in the body of Christ and exhortation is explicitly mentioned in 12:8 above. The gift of exhortation can be used through some talents, such as exhortation through music. Thus singing is a talent, but the gift of exhortation is often exercised through singing. The gift of exhortation can also be utilized through another gift like teaching. So, just as in all gifts, we follow the three steps: 
1. Gift identification: Exhortation 

2. Ministry identification: Use through singing or playing of an instrument, use in teaching at any educational or age level, use in discussions with other people, use in small group meetings, etc. 

3. Empowerment: Wait, pray, and search for the opportunity to use the gift in a ministry. 


Gift: Giving 
Certainly every Christian is to give and giving to God is part of our worship, but some children of God have been given a special gift of giving. As seen in part of Rom 12:8: "…. he who gives, with liberality;…." The word "gives" appears 31 times in the New Testament, but not many more times in reference to the gift. However note: 

2Cor 9:7 Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

People with the gift of giving give liberally and cheerfully. They just can't wait to find another opportunity that God gives for utilizing this gift. Such a great desire to use this gift is common in all of the gifts. Those who are teachers must teach. Those who are givers must give. People with the gift of giving are never concerned about what percent of their income is going to the Lord. They will just liberally give. The founder of Chik-Fil-A comes to mind as a dedicated Christian with the gift of giving. The giving does not have to be of money, for some people are called to give of their time or of their abilities or of other gifts, and these people also readily respond. Using the three steps again: 
1. Gift identification: Gift of giving. 

2. Gift ministry: Giving money, abilities, time, or combining with other gifts to help people in many different areas. 

3. Gift empowerment: pray and search for ways to be a giver. Your ministerial staff should be able to help you in this regard. 

Gift: Helps

1Cor 12:28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.

This gift is related to the gift of giving, for often the "helper" uses time, talents, and/or money in the helping of other members of God's family. This gift is exercised by rendering service in the name of Jesus Christ and for the glory of God. The person could be taking meals for people in need for various reasons, cutting the lawn for people unable to do so, fixing a leaky roof of an elder member's home, taking care of elderly and/or sick Christians in other ways, taking care of the church grounds, etc. These are is some of the ministries that can be covered using this gift. There is always a need in local communities for "helpers" to aid other members of the Family of God. 
1. Gift: Helps 

2. Ministry: help older or sick people with finances, home maintenance, trips, visitations, meals, encouragement (using other gifts with the gift of helps); help indigent people with dealing with life; help people in jail and their families; help people in nursing homes; build, repair and/or maintain Church property; etc. 

3. Empowerment: be open to encouragement from God to use the gift and work with the church administration to identify needs of the gift. 
