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Past issues of these letters (163 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Gift: Discernment of Spirits 
This is a gift that all Christians have to a certain extent as noted:

1John 4:1 "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world." 
We can all "test the spirits" by knowing the Word of God and judging the speech and actions of the person against the Bible. We can also all have a sense, given by the Holy Spirit, that something about this person/situation is just not quite correct. But the Christian with the gift of discernment can quickly sense that the person’s statements are not as claimed or the situation presented is not Biblically truthful. When people with this gift first sense that something is not correct, they may not know exactly what is wrong. However now that the "red flag" has been raised they will carefully listen or read what the person is saying and carefully judge by Biblical truth. 
The word "discernment" occurs only once in the Bible in this passage: 
Phil 1:9 "And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment,
Phil 1:10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;
Phil 1:11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which {comes} through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God." 

Here we can get a sense of the use of this Gift. The people are to approve the things that are excellent so that His people will be sincere and blameless until Christ comes again. The church has people with this gift so that others will not be deceived by false prophets, but instead be filled with correct truth.  This gift is also mentioned in 1 Cor 12:10 although the word "discernment" is not used: 
1Cor 12:10 "and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another {various} kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues." 

Peter evidently used this gift as recorded in Acts 5:3-9:
But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back {some} of the price of the land? "While it remained {unsold,} did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men, but to God." And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and great fear came upon all who heard of it. And the young men arose and covered him up, and after carrying him out, they buried him. Now there elapsed an interval of about three hours, and his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. And Peter responded to her, "Tell me whether you sold the land for such and such a price?" And she said, "Yes, that was the price." Then Peter {said} to her, "Why is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they shall carry you out {as well}." 

In 1 John 4:1-6 we are told to "test the spirits", which is also using the gift of discernment. 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

People who have the gift of discernment need to be known by the local church administration, and they should be involved in decisions making. 
· Gift: discernment 

· Ministry: use in evangelism to help discern responses of people; use in church committees to properly choose people for ministry assignments; use in listening to preaching, evangelist messages, TV ministry presentations, etc. to determine the true and false teaching; use in listening to people whom you are trying to help to determine true needs; use in membership classes to help determine the true spiritual state of people in the class; etc. 
· Empowerment: pray for God to allow you to have this gift, be sensitive to what you hear and see to always judge by God’s Word.  
