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 “Spiritual Gifts: Faith, Mercy”

Past issues of these letters (163 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Gift: Faith 
Certainly every Christian has received "saving faith" (Eph 2:8). However the "gift" of faith is different: 
1Cor 12:9 "to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit," 
This gift of faith "probably refers to the ability to look ahead to something God has promised and act as if it were already present" (Foundations of the Christian Faith, J. M. Boice). We see in Hebrew chapter 11 the listing of many of God's children who possessed this faith.  Hebrews 11:1 is often used as the definition of faith ("Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen."). However Hebrews 11:2 tells us that such a faith was the means ("For by it the men of old gained approval.") of salvation for these people, and so this faith was their saving faith. For the remainder of the chapter we read of the actions of people using the special gift of faith.  I wrote an article on Faith that is a more elaborate discussion on this subject. It can be read at http://livingtheology.com/Faith.htm, and I refer the you to that article. 

Faith is an extraordinary gift for those who receive it. They are able to march toward a goal with a certainty in their footsteps that people without the gift are unable to do. Their Biblically based vision is so clear to them that they are able to act as though it has already occurred. Praise God for the gift of faith that He has given the great leaders of Christianity throughout church history. 

· Gift: Faith 

· Ministries: church planning committees need people on the committee with this gift so that God's plan is properly envisioned, small group Bible studies need people with this gift to help teach the group as God wills, Sunday School teachers need this gift to help them in developing material for the classes, etc. 

· Empowerment: Wait on God. Work with the local church administration to properly place you within the church ministry. 


Gift: Mercy
Rom 12:8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

This gift is closely related to the fruit of kindness, in that every Christian should exhibit all of the fruits of the Spirit and kindness is one of those. Having mercy is similar to showing kindness toward someone, but there is a difference. Mercy is defined as "kind and compassionate treatment of an offender, enemy, prisoner, or other person under one's power" and as "a disposition to be kind and forgiving". The dictionary also says that mercy emphasizes compassion in a general way; it suggests "reprieve from a fate of considerable severity, without further implication". Certainly this last statement is what God showed us when He forgave us of our affronts toward Him and removed us from His wrath (John 3:36) as Jesus took God's full wrath for us. So the gift of mercy is having a characteristic of God Himself, although to a much lesser degree. People with this gift are to show compassion toward people that would be impossible for non-Christians to demonstrate. I have seen examples of this gift in Christians who have been able to completely forgive someone who has done something horrible to a family member. Christians are certainly supposed to be kind to people (a fruit of the Spirit), but only specially gifted children of God can demonstrate true mercy to people as defined above. 

The word "mercy" appears 91 times in the entire Bible and 54 times in the New Testament. There is a severe example of the use of "mercy" in Matt 18:23-35, which is a kingdom of heaven parable about a king forgiving someone a huge debt and that person then refusing to forgive someone who owed him a much smaller debt.  The story ends with:

Matt 18:35 "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."

Because of this last statement of Jesus, it seems certain that this exemplifies the degree of mercy that should be demonstrated by all Christians. This application is very similar to that stated by Jesus as the end of His teaching His disciples to pray: 

Matt 6:14 "For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
Matt 6:15 "But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions." 

The Gift of Mercy however, is taking this application to a new level, and results in a Christian being able to quickly forgive someone whatever that person does. This does not mean that the offender escapes justice for his acts against the Christian, either in this world or the world to come. The action of this mercy just means that a phenomenal level of forgiveness has quickly occurred in the heart of the Christian. It could be that this immediately apparent show of mercy may be used by God to bring the offender to Himself.  We may not know the reason that God would allow the offense to occur against the child of God, but we can always trust God.   

As stated in Matt 18:35 and Matt 6:15, all Christians are to show a certain level of mercy or they are not Christians. However, it is remarkable to watch a Christian with the gift of mercy practice this gift in the presence of much evil. Praise God that He has given some of His children this gift so that we can witness a bit of the mercy of our Father. 

· Gift: Mercy 

· Ministries: prison ministry, working with people in need (elderly, sick, etc.) so that the proper empathy is developed, evangelism, Sunday School class teaching at various levels, etc. 

· Empowerment: Wait on God. Work with the local church administration to be properly used. 
