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 “Spiritual Gifts: Knowledge, Wisdom”
Past issues of these letters (156 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
I want to remind everyone that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are not something intended only for some spiritually “elite”.  Everyone who is a Christian has been given at least one spiritual gift from the Holy Spirit.  He gives these gifts to individual children of God for the edification of the body of Christ and we are commanded to employ them in that service.  Today we look at two more gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
Gift: Knowledge
1Cor 12:8 "For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;" 

The "Heritage Illustrated Dictionary" defines knowledge as "the state or fact of knowing". Now don't we love to have a definition that requires us to look up something else? So we look up "know" and we find "to perceive directly with the senses or mind; apprehend with clarity or certainty". 
Putting the gifts of knowledge and wisdom together is done purposefully, for one can easily misuse knowledge if the gift of wisdom is missing. Most of us have had to accumulate knowledge about various topics during our life. I have had to accumulate a lot of knowledge about physics, chemistry, mathematics, and computer languages. But accumulating knowledge of Scripture is a very different ballgame. 
I clearly remember the second that my mind was opened and I was able to really learn Scripture. Prior to that time I had read the Bible a lot and could quote many verses, but after God lifted the veil from my eyes I was truly able to develop a knowledge base about God. It was only after that instant in time that I was able to "perceive directly with the senses or mind; apprehend with clarity or certainty". 
I would argue that every Christian has the gift of knowledge to some extent or none of us could develop knowledge of God, and He certainly wants all of His children to have a certain knowledge base of Him:

2Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
However some people have the gift of knowledge and are able to know Scripture at a much deeper level than others. Certainly teachers will have this gift at least to a certain extent so that they will really understand what they are teaching.
People with the gift of knowledge have to be especially wary of letting a prideful arrogance develop within them. God has ways of humbling people to help keep a spiritual focus with this gift. 
· Gift: Knowledge 

· Ministry: Combine with teaching for a teaching ministry in many areas, combine with the gift of helps to have the spiritual knowledge to help people in need, use the knowledge to write articles to help people live the Christian life, etc. 

· Empowerment: Work with the local church to use the gift on committees and with other groups that are planning church development and need spiritual knowledge to have proper development, etc. 

Gift: Wisdom 
Wisdom is defined as "Understanding of what is true, right, or lasting." The spiritual application of this definition seems "wise". We can have a lot of knowledge about various philosophies and religions, but if we don't have the gift of wisdom to perceive what is true, right, and lasting then this knowledge may be misapplied. Without wisdom, one would just be searching throughout the libraries of the world for truth and never find it. To some extent, every Christian possesses wisdom. This is a gift that God gladly gives to those who ask: 
James 1:5, 6 "But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind." 

· Gift: Wisdom 

· Ministries: this is a very needed gift for members of church committees to make sure that God's wisdom is used in the planning and not man's wisdom, use the gift combined with the gift of helps to assist people in need as the gift will give the Christian direction for the needed help, etc. 

· Empowerment: Wait for God and work with the local church administration to properly use the gift within the church ministry. 
Probably most of us have known some Christians with a special gift of wisdom, and we have marveled at how they are able to take Scriptural knowledge and wisely apply it to situations. God's children with this gift are able to deal better with temptations, lust, and anger as James discusses. Christians with this gift also have a gift to control the tongue, which is probably why James talks about the problems with dealing with the tongue in the first chapter of his book. Certainly we should all pray for more wisdom.
