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 “Spiritual Gifts: Introduction”
Past issues of these letters (156 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Portions of this series are taken from an article I posted on my web site in 2002 on gifts: http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm.  
Last week we started examining the roles of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian.  Jesus said that the sending of the Holy Spirit was a critical step for His kingdom:

John 16:7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”

Also note that the very kingdom of God depends upon the Holy Spirit:

Rom 14:17 “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit”. 

The Holy Spirit is the pledge of our ultimate glorification and He is our Teacher in the sanctification of the individual child of God and in the congregation of believers.  Involved in this sanctification is His giving of gifts to the individual believers for the edification of the church.  

Eph 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,

Eph 4:12 “for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;”
The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to each child of God:

1 Cor 12:11 “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.”

1 Cor 12:7 “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

1 Peter 4:10 “As each one has received a {special} gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

The Greek word for spiritual gift is “charisma” or “charismata” based upon the Greek word “charis” meaning “grace”.  So the spiritual gifts that God gives to each of His children is part of the action of the grace of God to His children.

Vocabulary is very important.  It is important to distinguish between talents and gifts.  Talents are given to Christians and to non-Christians: 

James 1:17 “Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.”  
Sometimes the gifts work through the talents: 

Ex 31:3-5 “And I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all (kinds of) craftsmanship, to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all (kinds of) craftsmanship.”  

The “craftsmanship” is the talent and the “understanding” and “knowledge” are the spiritual gifts.  The ability to play a musical instrument or to sing is a talent given to Christians and non-Christians.  Sometimes God will give His talented children the gift of exhortation to work with the talent.  Christians should be careful in our language to not misuse the words “talents” and “gifts”.  

Before proceeding with the Gifts, let’s now briefly mention the Fruit of the Spirit:

Gal 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

All of the fruit of the Spirit should be exhibited by every Christian.  Spiritual gifts are not talents and they are not fruit of the Spirit.  What a changed world we would occupy if each of God’s children concentrated on letting the Holy Spirit manifest the fruits and gifts in our lives all the time!   

It is crucial for each Christian to understand that we are commanded to serve the church using the gift(s) from the Holy Spirit: 

1 Peter 4:10 10 “As each one has received a (special) gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”.  
“Employ it” is a command and not an option.  Not obeying God’s command to employ a gift is a sin.  Let that sink into our minds as we seek to walk a life pleasing to God.  We are each to exercise our gifts for the edification of the church.  If each of us will exercise the gifts that God has given us, then the body of Christ will be edified.  If one member does not exercise his/her gifts then there is a lack of edification of the group of believers.  Each person must know what his/her gifts are, know the area of service of those gifts, and then be empowered by God to exercise those gifts.  What a different place the church would be if each true Christian were serving the church by employing his/her spiritual gift(s)!  If your local church does not encourage each member to know and employ their gifts talk to your leaders about establishing a program to do so.  
If the Lord so wills, we will continue this important subject next week.
