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 “School”
Past issues of these letters (156 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Assuming that everyone reading this letter has been born again as a child of God, I want to discuss our responsibilities after that life-changing event.  Each Christian is a temple of God:

1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

The Holy Spirit has two purposes in us.  He is a pledge for what we are to receive after our physical death (spiritual life with God and a glorified body):

2Cor 5:5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.

He is also living within us to guide our sanctification, which means that we are each “in school” as the Holy Spirit is further developing our spirit (inner man) that began when we were born again:
2Cor 4:16 “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.”
2Cor 3:18 “But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”

Eph 3:16 “that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man;”

Phil 1:6 “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

We were saved to do good works (Eph 2:10).  When we die our works will be judged based upon their value to the furtherance of the Kingdom of God.
2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

This judgment is not for our salvation for our sins have already been paid for by our Lord Jesus Christ.  The Greek word translated “bad” in the above verse does not mean morally or ethically wrong but useless, and the use is determined as to whether the work is done to further the Kingdom of God.  Praise the Lord the judgment of Christians will not affect our standing before God because Jesus has already assured us of a life forever with God.  Each Christian has already had his sins judged at the Cross but our other actions will receive further judgment as each Christian will also face a tribunal (“bema”) and this is what Paul relates in verse 10.  Paul also referred to this tribunal in his earlier letter to this church:

1Cor 3:12 “Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

1Cor 3:13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.

1Cor 3:14 If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.

1Cor 3:15 If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.”

The word “bema” translated as “judgment seat” in 2 Cor 5:10 signifies a platform or raised surface, so the picture is of us standing alone on a raised surface before Holy God to be judged according to our works in the world.  We do many things in the world: get married, choose a profession, seek a degree, make friends, join a church, participate in sports, have a family, climb a professional ladder, etc.  Those things which are done for the glory of the Lord will be judged good (worthwhile for the Kingdom) and those done otherwise will be judged bad (not worthwhile for the Kingdom).  Only God can judge our works as worthwhile or not but we can have a good idea of their worthiness based upon our knowledge of the Word of God.  We are commanded to test ourselves:

2Cor 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?

One Biblical way for us to judge our works is to examine our motive as to whether they are based upon a worldly ambition or a Godly ambition:
James 3:14 “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.
James 3:15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.

James 3:16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”

It is extremely important that each of us know that we are “in school” learning and being tested every day with the Holy Spirit as our teacher and tester.  What we allow ourselves to become spiritually while we physically live determines the state of our existence forever.  Worthless works will be destroyed and worthwhile works will be purified further for rewards in heaven.  I then have one resolution for this year that I recommend: “Pass the daily tests!”  Right now counts forever! 
