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“Looking for Him Again”

Past issues of these letters (156  so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

We have just finished our celebration of the first coming of Jesus Christ and now we are in anticipation of His coming again.  His first coming was initially as a baby and His second coming will be as the King.  This second coming of Jesus is sometimes called the Parousia, the Greek word meaning an arrival and a consequent presence with people.  He initiated His kingdom in His first coming and later the kingdom will be fully established on earth as it is in heaven.  Many people at the time of His physical life missed the first advent.  It was only after the resurrection that His disciples understood the true meaning of His life here.  Orthodox Jews are still waiting for the event that we have already celebrated.  Similarly there will be many people who are looking for His second coming and who will not be ready for that glorious event either.  However, at the second coming, there will be no doubt that He lives, as Isaiah prophesied and Paul wrote:
Isaiah 45:23 "I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness And will not turn back, That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance.

Rom 14:11 For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall give praise to God."

Phil 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth,

Jesus as the King will be a fearsome sight and even the Apostle John fell on his knees at that sight:

Rev 1:17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,

Jesus promised He would come again (John 14:1-3):
"Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

The angels also foretold that He would come again (Acts 1:10-12):
“And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them; and they also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."

Nobody knows when He will come again (Matt 24:36-39):

"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. "For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.

In Matt 24:38 the indication is that everybody will just be doing what they enjoyed doing every day without any anticipation of some extraordinary day about to dawn.  Verse 39 continues the thought and elaborates in that the people did not understand the warnings given by Noah.  Today people are in a similar state in that most people are giving little or no thought to the possibility that Jesus may come back at any moment.  The birth of Jesus is celebrated by many people in such a world-centered way that it does not appear that much thought is given to His true identity, much less giving any credence to His second coming.  The second coming of Jesus will be at a time not expected and there will be no doubt that He has come again (Luke 21:34-35): 

"Be on guard, that your hearts may not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day come on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all those who dwell on the face of all the earth.

It has been over 2000 years since He physically left this world and many people doubt that He was the Son of God.  We know that time does not have the same meaning for God as it does for us:
2Peter 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

It was about 2000 years after God chose Abraham that He sent Jesus to live on earth.  When we study the history of God’s dealing with His first chosen people, the descendants of Abraham (the Hebrews) we see many similarities to His dealing with recalcitrant Christians over the past 2000 years.  Today is the year 5769 on the Hebrew calendar and some people think that Jesus will return in the Hebrew year 6000 in analogy with the days of creation in Genesis (six days if creation and then one of rest in Jesus’ reestablished kingdom on earth).  However I will not try to make any prediction concerning when He will return.  God has His own timetable and even Jesus did not know when He would return when He was on earth (Matt 24:36).  I do know that we should all be ready for His return at any time.  We should all be praying for His return and agree with the Apostle John:
Rev 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Are you ready?

