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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries, and 151 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

Please take time to read again the previous two letters in this series on Christmas.  We have seen that because the resurrection of Jesus was real there is reason to celebrate Christmas.  The birth of Jesus was a miracle since his mother, Mary, was a virgin and we have discussed the great submissions of Mary and Joseph to the will of God.  We discussed the importance of the name of this baby as His name means “Jehovah saves” or “Jehovah is salvation”.  The angel Gabriel also told Mary that the baby is called the Son of God (Luke 1:35) so that His father is God.  Since the father determines the blood type of a child, the blood of Jesus is indeed Royal!  We concluded last time with the statement that because of the life of Jesus many people have become children of God (John 1:12).  
After the birth of Jesus, an angel told some shepherds of His birth.
Luke 2:11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

The words translated “Christ the Lord” is “Christos Kyrios” and each word is masculine and nominative so that each word is equivalent.  The Greek writing makes it very clear that this baby is Christ, who is the Lord.  This manner of writing tells us that the baby is not merely the anointed one of God but He is actually God in human form.  The Word of God also tells us that the Father confirmed that Jesus is His Son:

Matt 3:17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."

Therefore we have seen that the angels testified that Jesus is the Son of God and the Father verified this fact.  

Also remember that the word “Christ” means the Messiah so He is the One promised long ago as told by Isaiah,

Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.

The birth place of Jesus had also been prophesied:
Micah 5:2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."

Ephrathah is the ancient name of Bethlehem and is used by Micah to differentiate this town from other area cities named Bethlehem.  It was the town of the birth of David (1 Sam 17:12), which is a connection between the messianic King and David.  Micah was clearly predicting the birth of a supernatural person Who was to come and Who had also always been (“from the days of eternity”).  John also told us that Jesus has always existed,
John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:2 He was in the beginning with God.”

Bethlehem was a city divided between rich and poor, race against race, Jews against Samaritans, and it was under the cruel rule of Rome.  Into this divided city and the people who were essentially Roman slaves was born the only One who could unite people of all kinds under the rule of God.  The people were looking for the birth of the promised Messiah.  They wanted freedom from oppression, political peace, and to be established as a great military power.  But Jesus came to bring a different kind of peace:
Matt 10:34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”

Jesus came so that His people could have peace with God, and this peace would cause His people to be hated by the world as indicated by the word “sword” meaning severe separation.  When we become one with Jesus we are cut out of the world and hated by the world just as they hated Him:
John 15:18 "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.

John 15:19 "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

Jesus came to establish a new kingdom but not one of this world:

Matt 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

Into the divided city of Bethlehem was born the only One who could unify His people in the same way that the Son of God is united with the Father:

John 17:20 "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;

John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

As we approach this time of celebration of the birth of Christos Kyrios, let each of us ponder the miracle birth of the Son of God and our own adoption into God’s family as we are miraculously born again.  
