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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries, and 151 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

Last week’s letter pointed out that if there was no resurrection there is no reason to celebrate Christmas, the resurrection was real so we do celebrate the birth of Jesus, Jesus was born of a virgin and He was/is the Son of God (Matt 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit).  Mary was totally submissive to the will of God and was very knowledgeable of the sovereign God.  
Matthew gives us the genealogy of Jesus through Joseph (Matt 1:1-16).  Matthew leaves no doubt that the only human component of Jesus was from Mary when he says “the husband of Mary, by whom was born Jesus.  We then know that Jesus was totally God and totally man.  We talked some about Mary last week and she was indeed a devoted worshipper of God.  Now let’s look at bit at the reaction of Joseph to this incredible event (Matt 1:18-25):

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away secretly. But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins." Now all this took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which translated means, "God with us." And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took her as his wife, and kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.”

Isaiah forecast this birth as is quoted by the angel in the verse above:

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.
Matthew also told us the name means “God with us.”  The name “Jesus” means “Jehovah is salvation” or “Jehovah saves” and is a testimony that salvation is of the Lord:

Jonah 2:9 But I will sacrifice to Thee With the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I will pay. Salvation is from the Lord. "
The angel was then saying that the child is Jehovah!

As did Mary, Joseph trusted God completely since the pregnancy of Mary was an awful event to occur before their marriage.  His first reaction was to do as his Jewish religion told him to do but because he loved her, he was going to do it secretly to save her name.  The law could have led to Mary’s stoning although that was rarely done at this time.  A public divorce would have exposed Mary to shame.  The law also allowed for private divorce before two witnesses (Num 5:11-31) and this seems to be the path chosen by Joseph before the visit by the angel.  In the Luke account of this event Mary is told that this child call be called the Son of God but Matthew records the event of the naming from the perspective of Joseph.  Joseph is told the name and the reason for the name, so he was given more details of the significance of His name.  In our promiscuous society, most people cannot appreciate the stress that this pregnancy would have had on Joseph.  He shows remarkable trust in the Sovereign God as he took Mary as his wife and kept her a virgin until the birth of Jesus.  We see then that God chose two wonderful servants of His to be the mother and earthly father of Jesus, His Son.  The birth line fulfilled prophecies that a descendent of David would be King.  
Jeremiah 23:5 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the Lord, "When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land.

Normally this situation would have been an extremely stressful beginning for a marriage between two devout Jews at this time in history, but Mary’s and Joseph’s total trust in God led to the completion of the marriage ceremony.  Although they were given considerable information about the baby being carried by Mary, they could not possibly have appreciated the full significance of His birth and what was to follow.  At this time David’s line had been totally overthrown and foreigners ruled the land.  Mary and Joseph had been given enough information to know that this child would be the promised Messiah who would rule on David’s throne.  But the most remarkable bit of information was that this child was to be the “Son of the Most High!”  This child was to be God’s offspring as had never happened before and will never happen again.  I would love to be a “fly on the wall” to know some of what Mary and Joseph discussed during the time of this pregnancy.  But God did not tell us those details.  We can only marvel at the faith of both parents as they submitted to God at this juncture in history.  Peter would later testify of the truth of the personhood of Jesus:
Matt 16:16 And Simon Peter answered and said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."

The word “Christ” is the title “Messiah” so Peter knew that Jesus was both the promised Messiah and the Son of God.  It is not enough to just know the truth of what Peter said but to be a child of God we must also receive Him into our lives as Who He is:
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
The birth of this baby led to the births of many children of God in the over 2000 years since His birth.  What a baby!  Let us all praise God for this miracle and for the miracle of our being born again.  
