Living Theology Friends0845
Leon Combs
November 9, 2008
Parable of Jesus
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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 11 commentaries, and 129 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

This parable is found in Matt 25:1-13:

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went out to meet the bridegroom.  And five of them were foolish, and five were prudent.  For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep.  But at midnight there was a shout, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.'  Then all those virgins rose, and trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish said to the prudent, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  But the prudent answered, saying, 'No, there will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.'  And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut.  And later the other virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, lord, open up for us.'  But he answered and said, 'Truly I say to you, I do not know you.'  Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.”
Traditionally the bridegroom would leave his home with some of his friends to go to the home of the bride where there would be various ceremonies and then a progression through the streets.  These ten women were waiting for the arrival of the bridegroom.  Sometimes the bridegroom would have had to go prepare a place for him and his bride to live and some interpreters think it significant that Jesus said that He had first to go prepare a place for His followers.  I like this comparison for it places the wait for the return of the bridegroom in the context of our waiting for the return of Jesus today. 
John 14:2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.

John 14:3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

There is obviously a great difference between the five foolish and the five prudent women.  Ten is the number for completion so that seems to be the only significance of that number.  Now let’s look at how all ten are the same.  We can apply the word “virgin” to mean those who had not given themselves to some other religion as we know that Biblical adultery can have either a physical or spiritual meaning.  So we could contemporize this aspect of the parable to say that all ten of these people belonged to a local church structure.  They all were then waiting to meet the bridegroom just as all church members are doing today.  Second they all took their lamps meaning that they had all made the rudimentary planning to wait for Him.  We also see that all ten were alike in that they wearied of the long wait.  Certainly all of us at times will become weary waiting for the return of the Lord.  Even Peter, James, and John slept while waiting at Gethsemane with Jesus before His crucifixion Matt 26:36-46).  
However there was an essential difference between the groups of women.  One group was prepared to wait regardless of the length of the wait as indicated by the extra oil they had brought for their lamps.  The other group was not prepared for a long wait.  Before the coming of the Lord there may not have been any obvious difference between the two groups.  However the discerning Christian would have noticed that not all of them had the same degree of dedication to the Lord.  Some church members would be dedicated to studying the Bible to learn more about their Lord and others would just be attendees at many official church meetings.  In other words, the wise members would be constantly “filling their lamps” and the foolish members would just be content with the light from the group.  At the crisis of the coming of the Lord, five would be admitted and five would be rejected.  
There is a way to measure our true devotion to the Lord and hence our readiness for His return at any time.  A crisis in the life of a person will usually clearly reveal his inner self.  For many people there is a crisis now regarding finances and the elections.  A person who is really a child of God will trust Him regardless of the external situation.  The “double whammy” of financial meltdown and an election result that was not what about half of the country wanted could certainly be a revealing crisis.  For those of us who know that God is sovereign, this crisis is just an opportunity to demonstrate our peace and joy even in uncertain times.  If you are anxious about any external situations then you have an opportunity to examine yourself and to learn to trust God in all things.
If the occasion of the five women with extra oil not sharing with the others only a physical event then they could be criticized for not sharing.  However the meanings are spiritual and nobody can get into heaven on the basis of the faith of someone else.  Your salvation does not depend upon your mother’s faith or your preacher’s faith but only upon your own.  The five foolish women went to buy more oil but one cannot buy anything that will assure entrance into heaven.  Jesus rejected them so whatever they bought did not bring them salvation.  We can all tell within our heart if we are indeed ready for the return of Christ so make sure today that you are ready.  For many people active in local churches there may come the awful day when Jesus says:
Matt 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

Matt 7:22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'

Matt 7:23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'
