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Parable of Jesus
“Come to the Banquet I”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 11 commentaries, and 129 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

The following is from Matt 22:1-14.  The parable also is given in Luke14:15-24 with elaboration on the excuses.  

And Jesus answered and spoke to them again in parables, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king, who gave a wedding feast for his son.”And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were unwilling to come. "Again he sent out other slaves saying, 'Tell those who have been invited," Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast. "' "But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business, and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them. "But the king was enraged and sent his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and set their city on fire. "Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.' "And those slaves went out into the streets, and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests.  "But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw there a man not dressed in wedding clothes, and he said to him,' Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?' And he was speechless. "Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  "For many are called, but few are chosen."
This parable teaches about God’s gracious invitation to us through the Gospels, the indifferent and arrogant manner in which many refuse the invitation, and of hell for those who try to enter the kingdom improperly.  The king is God, His son is Jesus Christ, the slaves are the prophets, the banquet is the marriage supper of the Lamb, those to whom the Gospel was first preached were the Jews, and the ones who came to the supper were the Gentiles:
John 1:11 “He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.

John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

John 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

The people who refused to come to the banquet could have come but they refused to come so they willfully insulted God.  Luke’s version (Luke 14:18-20) gives us some of the reasons given by the people who refused to come:

“I have just bought a field and I must go and see it.  Please excuse me.”

“I have just bought five yoke of oxen and I am going to try them out.  Please consider me excused.”

“I just got married so I cannot come.”

These reasons are certainly without merit.  The field would still be there later, the oxen can wait, and surely the bride would be overjoyed to come to the feast with her husband.  Today people make similar selfish reasons to ignore God’s invitation as they might have to play golf, go fishing, go camping, relax after a hard week of work, go to the football game, or whatever else imprisons their souls.  Christians can do all of the preceding things but not at the expense of serving God.  We always do what we most want to do at a particular time.  Life is about making choices based upon our priorities.  If we are children of God (John 1:12) we will have serving Him as our top priority.  
Because of the way they treated the messengers (verse 6), we know that they also hated the king who they reasoned was a false god since they thought that they were worshiping Yahweh.  We read in Acts how the Jews killed those who proclaimed the coming of the Son of God and then even killed Him:
Acts 7:52 "Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;

Acts 7:53 you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it. "

Did Jesus die in vain for those who refuse the invitation?  Can the almighty, sovereign God be defeated and disappointed?  Does Satan win when someone dies without accepting His invitation?  God’s plans certainly are not thwarted by the choices of men or the work of Satan.  Jesus said that everyone the Father gives to Jesus will accept the invitation:
John 6:37 "All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.
The people who did not come to the feast were invited (called) but they were not chosen (last sentence of the parable).  

If the Lord wills, we will continue writing about this parable next week.  
