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Parable of Jesus
“The Rich Fool”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 11 commentaries, and 129 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

This parable has a similar teaching as my letter last week.  We know that repetition is a good teacher so let’s think about treasures again.

Luke 12:13 And someone in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me."

Luke 12:14 But He said to him, "Man, who appointed Me a judge or arbiter over you?"

Luke 12:15 And He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions."

Luke 12:16 And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a certain rich man was very productive.

Luke 12:17 "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'

Luke 12:18 "And he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.

Luke 12:19 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'

Luke 12:20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'

Luke 12:21 "So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."
Jesus is not teaching by contrast here – between someone wise and someone foolish – but about someone’s foolishness in the world.  Wisdom comes with the negative statement concerning treasures for oneself rather than richness toward God.  This reminds me of another quotation of Jesus:
Matt 16:26 “For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”

When Jesus says that our life does not consist of our worldly possessions, He is considering the final judgment of our life.  The world evaluates success by achievements such as wealth, position in the community and business, material possessions, respect by peers, etc.  But God will not be impressed with any of those worldly successes. Remember the lesson last week in that we must store treasures in heaven and not on earth.  The Bible refers to people as fools 61 times with many occurring in Proverbs.   We note one statement about men being fools in:

Psa 14:1a “The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." 

The fool in the psalm is an atheist and the fool in the above parable is a practicing atheist because he does not acknowledge the true source of his crops.  Note that Jesus does not say that the huge crop obtained was developed alone by the man.  Jesus did not say that the man worked hard by preparing the land and planting the crop but that the land was very productive.  The man’s blessing was from God but he refused to admit it and certainly never prayed for wisdom.  Our reasoning with ourselves (verse 17) reveals our true heart.  Note how the person talked to himself and answered his question with a reply that revealed his true love of riches (verses 18-19).  It is very important to listen carefully to our discussions with ourselves as we try to rationalize or validate our actions.  
Paul also called some people a fool:

1Cor 15:36 “You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies;
1Cor 15:37 and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else.”
Here Paul is writing to the sinful church at Corinth.  Paul had just finished telling them of the necessity of the resurrection of Jesus and the order of resurrections.  He had told them that if the resurrection was not true then there was no need to keep baptizing new Christians to serve in the place of those who had died (verse 29) since all work would be in vain.  He was explaining to them that people are physically born of human flesh and it is only after physical death that the resurrected form is born.  Everyone will exist after death but only those made alive spiritually will inherit eternal life with Christ:
Eph 2:1 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,

Eph 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),”

The focus of our minds is a true indication of our spiritual condition.  Be certain that your focus is not like the rich fool.  I hope that my paper on anxiety is helpful since anxiety is an indicator of a spiritual problem that needs attention.  Difficult times can be a blessing from God as they help us to focus our minds on our sovereign Lord.  Remember that it is not money that is the root of all sorts of evil but the love of money (1Tim 6:10).  The rich person was not a fool because he had a successful crop but because his focus was entirely on himself and he did not acknowledge the true source of his blessings.  Material possessions are not the only idols.  If there is anything that we love more than God then we are committing spiritual adultery.  The lesson here is to not be declared a fool by God, the Righteous Judge.  
