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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 11 commentaries, and 129 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

Due to two rather stressful situations in life today (the USA election and the world-wide economy), I want to take a break from the parables of Jesus and stress our peace in the Lord.  Regarding the USA election, we have the knowledge that God appoints all authorities and we should trust Him:
Rom 13:1 “Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.
Rom 13:2 Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.”
Since He is sovereign over everything, including our government authorities, we should not be anxious about the election.  We should all repent of our sins, be good citizens of both the USA (vote) and of Heaven (obey God), and rest in knowing that God is always in Plan A.  

1Peter 2:13 “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,

1Peter 2:14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.”

Jesus gave us some excellent insights regarding treasures:

Matt 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

Matt 6:20 "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;
Matt 6:21 for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Treasures are what we value the most and if our treasures are mainly material possessions we are in trouble for they essentially are idols that we serve.  Jesus also spoke to the problem of serving two masters:
Matt 6:24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

As good stewards of what God gives us we are to take care of our family:
1Tim 5:8 “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.”

We must differentiate between basic needs and luxury items.  There are many Old Testament Scriptures showing what happens to people who put their trust and their pride in things of this world.  I have quoted a few below for examples of what could be awaiting those who are depending upon earthly treasures.

Jer 20:5 'I shall also give over all the wealth of this city, all its produce, and all its costly things; even all the treasures of the kings of Judah I shall give over to the hand of their enemies, and they will plunder them, take them away, and bring them to Babylon.

Jer 48:7 "For because of your trust in your own achievements and treasures, Even you yourself will be captured; And Chemosh will go off into exile Together with his priests and his princes.

Jer 49:4 "How boastful you are about the valleys! Your valley is flowing away, O backsliding daughter Who trusts in her treasures, saying, 'Who will come against me?'

Jer 51:13 O you who dwell by many waters, Abundant in treasures, Your end has come, The measure of your end.

Hos 9:6 For behold, they will go because of destruction; Egypt will gather them up, Memphis will bury them. Weeds will take over their treasures of silver; Thorns will be in their tents.

We study the entire Bible to better understand the character of God and to apply that knowledge in our sanctification process.  It is amazing how people fail to heed the lessons God has given us about Himself in contemporary situations.  Paul clearly told us that the events in the Old Testament time were given to us as examples:
1Cor 10:11 “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.”

Paul also clearly taught about some real treasures for us to seek:
Col 2:1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face,

Col 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,

Col 2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

We should be spending all the time possible studying God’s Word for those treasures of wisdom and knowledge and applying them to our daily lives.  When we think about the relative time we will spend on earth compared to the time we will live in heaven we should understand clearly that the only things of lasting value are what we do to affect our future life (Matt 6:19-21 again).  A primary dependence on developing Godly treasures and trusting Him for leadership will aid us in being an example for others:
Titus 2:7 “in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified,

Titus 2:8 sound in speech which is beyond reproach, in order that the opponent may be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.”

I want to close this little study with the admonition that it is a sin to be anxious (Matt 6) and this economic downturn and the pending election present us with excellent opportunities to witness to others a total peace as we depend upon the Sovereign God whose promise should rule our minds:
Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
Please take time to read an article that I wrote on anxiety that is applicable to all situations  http://livingtheology.com/Anxiety.htm and I pray that it will help you to more completely trust God for every event in life, to show peace, and to lay up treasures in heaven.  

Phil 4:6 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”

