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Mark 4:26 “And He was saying, The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil;

Mark 4:27 and goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts up and grows-- how, he himself does not know.

Mark 4:28 The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head.

Mark 4:29 But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”
This parable differs from the one about the sower (Matt 13:1-9) for in that one the importance of the proper soil was emphasized.  As we saw in the parable of the sower, the soil is very important but here the focus is on the mysterious seed in the Kingdom.  

The seed will grow to its maturity and then will be harvested.  Similarly we, as witnesses for Jesus Christ, do not know whom God will choose to become one of His children.  We have to just plant the seed and let Him deal with bringing His children into His kingdom.  We can infer that Jesus used the same meaning for the seed as He did earlier:
Luke 8:11 “Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God.”

Although the seed can work independently, God is the source of this seed:

2Cor 9:10 “Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness;”
The man who sows the seed is a child of God:

James 3:18 “And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.”
This seed is not of this world but of God:
1Peter 1:23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.”
Jesus did say that it was the soil that produced the crops so certainly the soil is important but unless the seed is of God there will be no harvest in the Kingdom.  A farmer does not have to know how his crops grow to be a successful farmer up to a point.  However, to produce the best crops to maturity he does need to know some details about the proper use of fertilizer and other cultivating tools.  Although God does not need us to build His Kingdom, He does choose to have us involved.  Jesus commanded us to baptize and disciple:
Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

So the parable is rather simple in the sense that it says that just as seedtime is followed by harvest, the Kingdom of God will initially seem like an inconsequential seed being planted but that the mysterious result will be a glorious harvest.  Taking it a bit further regarding the development of the soil, we know that God does use His other children to disciple the new Christians to aid in their sanctification and the producing of the fruit of the Spirit here:
Gal 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Gal 5:23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

We should therefore simultaneously marvel at the development of a child of God from the planting of the seed of God and always be ready to assist in the discipleship of other Christians.  

