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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 11 commentaries, and 129 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

This next parable is written for us in Luke 14: 15-24 and in Matt 22:1-14.  I have quoted the Matthew account below.
And Jesus answered and spoke to them again in parables, saying, The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king, who gave a wedding feast for his son.  And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were unwilling to come.  Again he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast.’  But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business, and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them.  But the king was enraged and sent his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and set their city on fire.  Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.  Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.’ And those slaves went out into the streets, and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests.  But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw there a man not dressed in wedding clothes, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?’ And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  For many are called, but few are chosen.
In this culture an announcement was first sent out to illicit a reply as to whether or not people could attend the event.  People would either respond “yes” or “no” similar to our practice of sending “save the date” cards.  The second announcement would give the precise location and time of the party.  From the first invitation nobody replied “yes” and this would have been a huge insult to the king.  In this parable the king is God the Father, the son is the Son of God, and the messengers are the prophets and early preachers of the Gospel.  Those to whom the Gospel was first preached were the Jews and the ones who attended the feast were the Gentiles.  

Paul also relayed a portion of this story by the words of Stephen, as he was being martyred, as the unredeemed even killed the Son of God (Acts 7:52, 53):
“Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become; you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.”
Luke (Luke 14:18-20) records some of the excuses of the invited guests but none of the excuses were valid:
But they all alike began to make excuses. The first one said to him, 'I have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and look at it; please consider me excused.'  And another one said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please consider me excused.'  And another one said, 'I have married a wife, and for that reason I cannot come.'
What are some excuses given by people today?  I am sure that you can list many such as:

“I am too busy building my business”, “I have to practice golf”, “I am too busy reading the stock market to read the Bible”, “I am too busy watching the internet for political reasons to study the Bible”, “I will take care of my soul after I take care of my business and my family”, etc.  There is only one excuse that is valid: “I am not worthy to attend the wedding feast” and God will honor and “fix” that excuse.  

Is the Sovereign God of the universe defeated, disappointed or ineffective because the first group did not come to the feast?  Of course He knew who would not come to the wedding feast before the foundation of the world was established (Eph 1:3-6):
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”

There are three categories of people represented in this parable: the unredeemed, the redeemed, and those who thought that they were redeemed.  The first and second were also mentioned in John 1:11-13:

“He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
The third category of people is addressed by Jesus:

Matt 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

Matt 7:22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'
Praise the Lord if you will be welcomed at the feast and pray for the salvation of anyone who you are not sure will be present.  
