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Parables of Jesus
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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 10 commentaries, and 129 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

We have to understand where, what and when is the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God!  Martyn Lloyd-Jones has written a book on the topic: “The Kingdom of God” published in 1992 by Good News Publishers.  If any of you have read books written by him, you know how thorough he is in his writings.  I recommend any of his books but you must be prepared for a thoroughness you may have never experienced before!  I will be concise.  
The kingdom of heaven exists in both the present and the future!  The presence of a kingdom implies the existence of a king who rules over all of His subjects and land.  The Jews were expecting the Messiah to come and rule militarily so that they would be free of oppression.  Having the wrong understanding of the kingdom of heaven was a reason for their rejection of Jesus as the Messiah.  The Jews asked Jesus when it was coming:

Luke 17:20 Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed;

Luke 17:21 nor will they say,' Look, here it is!' or,' There it is!' For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst. "

He told them that it was before them because He is the King and wherever He is there is the kingdom of heaven.  He again told them that the kingdom was before them:
Matt 12:28 “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”

Even today, after the resurrection of Jesus and the establishment of the church, people also often misunderstand the kingdom of heaven and reject Jesus.  If we think that the kingdom will only be encountered by us after our physical death, we are rejecting the rule of Jesus in our lives here and now.  If we think that the kingdom of heaven begins in its entirety now then we will be frustrated as we begin to see that sin still exists.  
Jesus clearly told us that the kingdom of heaven was present when He came as the incarnate Son of God:

Matt 3:2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Matt 4:17 “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”

He also taught that heaven is not here but that our rewards wait there for us:

Matt 5:12 "Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

He also told them a parable, part of which reveals that the full kingdom on earth will come later.  We will study this parable later but here is the pertinent verse for this discussion:

Luke 19:12 “He said therefore, ‘A certain nobleman went to a distant country to receive a kingdom for himself, and then return.’”

So the full implementation of the kingdom of heaven on earth will occur when He returns.  The kingdom has been revealed and initiated by Jesus and it will eventually be fulfilled by Jesus.  We can experience many of the blessings of the kingdom now (Eph 1:3) but we still must endure many of the consequences of the kingdom not being fulfilled such as sickness, pain, death, etc.  We are in the kingdom and being made fit for the kingdom (2 Thess 1:5).  The table below contrasts some of these differences.
	Already in the kingdom
	Waiting for the kingdom

	Purchased our healing: 1 Peter 2:24; Matt 8:17
	We still groan with sickness: Rom 8:23;2 Cor 4:16

	We have passed from death to life: 1 John 3:14
	We still physically die: 1 Cor 15:26

	The Holy Spirit guarantees our inheritance: Eph 1:14
	War with flesh continues: Gal 5:16-18

	Free from God’s condemnation: Rom 8:1
	Continually pray for our sins: Matt 6:12

	Citizenship is in the kingdom: Phil 3:20
	Submit conditionally to worldly rulers: Rom 13:1


Paul told us that the kingdom of God is not the practice of eating and drinking but of practicing the righteousness, peace, and joy provided in the Holy Spirit. 
Rom 14:15 “For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died.

Rom 14:16 Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil;

Rom 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

If we can do things of the kingdom of Heaven here then it certainly exists here and now.

In the above verses Paul is teaching us that the present kingdom of heaven on earth is here now and we participate in it by practicing the righteousness, peace, and joy found in the presence of the Holy Spirit.  God is here now since we are a temple of the Holy Spirit:

1Co 6:19 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?”

Just as the kingdom of heaven was on earth when Jesus was in His human form, the kingdom is also here now in the person of the Holy Spirit in His children.  His kingdom on earth then consists of His presence and rule in the lives of those who have been born again.  We show His rule by yielding His rule in our lives.  

I hope that this helps explain that the kingdom of heaven is here but not in its fullest form.  As we study the parables concerning the kingdom we will see many facets of it.  I look forward to these lessons and I hope you do also.  
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