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Free In Jesus!
“Free from Condemnation”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 10 commentaries, and 124 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
This freedom is similar to the one on “Free From Wrath of God” but there is enough difference to make it needed.  The most famous verse regarding this topic is:
Rom 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

A related verse is:

Mark 16:16 “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”

Note that there is condemnation for all those who are not in Christ Jesus.  One can say that he believes in salvation due to the works of Jesus and not truly be in the family of God.  One may also be baptized in water and not be a recipient of salvation.  Nothing that we can say or do or have done for us by another person guarantees our freedom from the wrath and condemnation of God.  Only those who have been born again are free from God’s condemnation:
John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

John 3:7 "Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'”

The church may be described in terms of the visible and the invisible church.  The invisible church is the body of Christ made up of people who have been born again and whose names are in the book of life.  The visible church is the one that you attend and which people may join by meeting certain external requirements.  The visible church consists of people who have been baptized and say that they believe in the works of Jesus Christ applied to them but many of them may be pretenders.  The book of Jude is devoted to warning children of God about such people.
Jude 1:4 “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”

Jude continues to define such pretenders:

Jude 1:16 “These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.

Jude 1:17 But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Jude 1:18 that they were saying to you, "In the last time there shall be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts."

Jude 1:19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.”
It is not our responsibility to purge the pretenders but we should be wary of them and not be influenced by their negative works within the church body.  Jesus told us how to properly deal with church members who are involved in sinning (Matt 18:15-17) but He said the separation would be done later:
Matt 13:29 "But he said, 'No; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat with them.

Matt 13:30 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."' "

Also notice that I did not say that we would not be judged: 
2Cor 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

We will all be judged on the basis of our works, but for those who are in Christ Jesus the works required to be free from wrath and condemnation of God have been done by Jesus.  When we die we shall have our works judged but not regarding our salvation or our acceptability to enter heaven and to live with God forever.

While living, we are judged routinely by God, but rather than receiving condemnation we receive discipline so that we will be better conformed to the character of God.  
1 Cor 11:32 “But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not be condemned along with the world.”
Heb 12:7 “It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?”

Those who are not God’s children do not receive His discipline while living and when they die they will then receive God’s just condemnation and punishment.
Heb 12:8 “But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.”

So today we should praise God that we have been freed from condemnation and also thank Him for the discipline we receive.  
