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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Evil Jealousy”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 10 commentaries, and 124 letters (so far))are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. 

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
Free From Evil Jealousy

I had to modify jealousy because there are two meanings of jealousy.  The Bible even informs us that one of God’s names is Jealous:

Exodus 34:14 “--for you shall not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God—“

Deut 4:24 “For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”
The meaning of the above verses is that God will not tolerate the worship of anyone or anything other than Him.  Jealousy can have a positive characteristic such as being vigilant in guarding a possession.  The verse below also tells us that God is jealous for His chosen people so that He will keep them:

Zechariah 8:2 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, 'I am exceedingly jealous for Zion, yes, with great wrath I am jealous for her.'”

Paul was protective of Christians as he proclaimed in the following:

2Cor 11:2 “For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.”

In the above, Paul means that he does not want them to profane themselves by worshiping anyone or anything other than Jesus Christ.  He is then willing to work and teach so that they will remain true to God.  We should be similarly jealous for our Lord, our spouse, our children, and others in our care.  
Jealousy can also have a negative application such as being hostile toward a rival or one believed to enjoy an advantage.  When used in the negative context, jealousy is an awful demon that can raise its ugly head at any time in the life of a person and it is a terrible trait to arise in a Christian.  Shakespeare called it the “green sickness” and it has been called the enemy of honor.  The negative aspect of jealousy is seen in the actions of the Jews who were jealous over the advancement of Christianity such as demonstrated in the following verse:

Acts 17:5 “But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and coming upon the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people.”

They resented the attention given to Paul and the other Christians.  The wrong kind of jealousy can lead people to be envious of what someone else has and then lead to coveting and even murder.  Jealousy has led many people down the slippery slope of sin and we must always be alert to it’s effect on our lives.  We can become jealous that someone else has the job we wanted or the car that we wanted or the house that we wanted, etc.  And I think it is very easy to see how such negative thoughts can easily lead to envy and coveting and many other evil acts.  James reminds us that evil jealousy is demonic:

James 3:14 “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.

James 3:15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.

James 3:16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”

When we see someone being successful in some venture we wanted for ourselves we have a real opportunity to show true love toward that person:
1Cor 13:4 “Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,”
Let us all take some time this week to consider our environment and see if there is someone toward whom we have some evil jealous feelings.  Then if we sense some jealousy, we should consider what God has done for us and be so thankful and grateful for what He has done for us that the jealousy quickly fades away.  Any feelings of evil jealousy should help us understand that we need to concentrate more on cooperating with God in our sanctification.  
