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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Despair”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
“Free From Despair”
I could turn this title around and call it: 
“Abounding in Hope”.
The dictionary defines despair as: “to lose all hope or confidence”.  You can then understand why I choose to turn the title around, for a Christian can never lose hope.  Even David when he was feeling the terrible consequences of his sin knew that he should never lose hope.  He asked himself the questions noted below to bring his conscious mind back to the knowledge that God would not take away his hope.

Psalms 42:5 “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become disturbed within me? Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him For the help of His presence.

Psalms 42:6 O my God, my soul is in despair within me; Therefore I remember Thee from the land of the Jordan, And the peaks of Hermon, from Mount Mizar.”
Psalms 42:11 “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become disturbed within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him, The help of my countenance, and my God.”
Psalms 43:5 “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why are you disturbed within me? Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him, The help of my countenance, and my God.”
Job in his darkest hour thought that he might not have hope if his days consisted only of his time on earth:

Job 7:6 “My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, And come to an end without hope.”

Before we were born again, we were indeed without hope:
Eph 2:12 “remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”

We have problems communicating with the lost people of the world because we have different meanings for many words.  The word “hope” has a different meaning for Christians than for the non-Christian.  To the world, hope is not a certainty as they might say something like, “I hope that Jack will be here at work Monday.”  There is no certainty in that statement but just a wish.  I have even used it in the workplace in similar circumstances.  But when “hope” is used in a Christian context, the meaning is that the event hoped for is a certainty because it is backed by the Word of God.  Notice in the following that the word “expectation” is substituted for “hope” when referring to the wicked:

Prov 10:28 “The hope of the righteous is gladness, But the expectation of the wicked perishes.”

We should retrain ourselves to always use “expectation” instead of “hope” when we are referring to worldly events.  Instead of saying “I hope that Jack will be here at work Monday”, we should say “I expect that Jack will be here at work Monday.”  We can say that we expect to get a raise but we can also say that I hope in my resurrection because the latter is promised by God.  
As Christians we must “hold fast” the confession of our hope because this surety is based upon the solemn promise of God:
Heb 10:23 “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;”
Now carefully read the wonderful promise of God in the following and note that the end of the list is “hope”.

Rom 5:1 Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Rom 5:2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

Rom 5:3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;

Rom 5:4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;

Rom 5:5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

God promises us that hope will not disappoint because He guarantees it!  

My prayer for us all:

Rom 15:13 “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

We are indeed free from despair because we will never lose our hope in the matters promised us by our Father.  
