Living Theology Friends0818
Leon Combs
May 4, 2008
Free In Jesus!
“Free From Fear”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
“Free From Fear”

Fear can paralyze us into inaction.  Many animals use that innate knowledge in their hunting of other animals.  The roar of the lion can paralyze a prey so that it becomes an easier prey.  Although we are to have a fear of God, because He alone is Holy, this fear is not like the fear of a slave to punishment.  

Rom 8:12 “So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--

Rom 8:13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

Rom 8:14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

Rom 8:15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"”
God disciplines His children to teach them, but He never punishes them because His wrath against us was taken by Jesus on the cross: 

Rom 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

Our fear of the wrath of God has then been transformed into the comfort that we are His children by adoption.  This concept of God adopting us was so awesome to me that long ago I wrote a paper on the topic (http://livingtheology.com/Adoption.htm).  

There are many sources of fear that might affect the Christian.  We might fear the reprisal of unbelievers when we make our faith known.  We might fear the tribulation that we Christians suffer in the world.  Jesus promised tribulation and hatred in the world for His followers:
Matt 24:9 “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on account of My name.”

Paul suffered many tribulations because of his faith but he knew that there was a purpose for the tribulation:

Rom 5:3 “And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;”

Paul also knew that there was no fear of our being separated from Jesus due to any of the worldly persecutions:

Rom 8:35 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Rom 12:12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,”

So we should have no fear of anything that the world can do to us.  Actually all of us do have that fear creep into our minds when faced with such hatred and persecution but as we continue in sanctification the fear is overcome.  Actually we can use any fear that comes to us as an indicator that we still need to be more devoted to prayer and the renewal of our mind.  Just as a fever is indicative of a health problem, fear should be an indicator of a lack of trust in God problem.  As our sanctification proceeds we should experience less fear.
The fear of death is certainly the most pervasive, even though strict evolutionists try to ignore it; after all, a lump of goop should not fear its destruction.  However, when everyone sees Jesus as the Righteous Judge, all will have the same reaction as John:

Rev 1:17 “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,”

But, to His children, He will say the same words that He said to John: “Do not be afraid”.  However to everyone else that comfort will not be afforded and they will even flee to Hell in attempts to remove themselves from that fearsome sight.  For us then there is no fear of death:

Heb 2:14 “Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil;

Heb 2:15 and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.”
So let any fear that comes upon us drive us deeper into prayer and dependence upon the sovereignty of God.  Note in the following the words “God causes”:
Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

